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Communications to the Society for the Improvement of 
Prison Discipline, &c. are requested to be addressed to 
the Chairman of the Committee, Samuel Hoare, jun. 
Esq. Lombard Street ; to Thos. Fowell Buxton, Esq. 
M. P. Spital-fields ; or William Allen, Esq. Plough 
Court, Lombard Street, at whose house the Committee 
meet weekly for the transaction of Business. 
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PREFACE. 



THE Society for the Improvement of Prison Discipline^ 
in submitting to tlie public the following suggestions re- 
specting the proper regulations to be adopted in Prisons, 



ERRATA. 

Page 3, Rule4,/?r "Governor*' and "Gaoler" read "Keeper.*^ 

37, Rule 23, for « Court " r. « Ward or Court" 

38, Rule 31, ifuert "and" bifore "Surgeon." 
48, line 16, for "Mwdone" read "Maidstone." 

50, line 4 ftom bottom, for "all them" read " all of them." 

57, line 7 from bottom, after "Airing Yards" imert 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 

59, line 10 from bottom, /or "that which b" read "those which are." 



come incentives to crime and a recompence for its commission. 
In this view of the subject, however, the society cannot 
coincide : it is true, they consider it desirable that prisons 
should be clean, and the food given to the prisoners, plain^ 
wholesome, and sufficient; but they are equally anxious that 
everything which borders on sensual gratification or unneces- 
sary comfort should be entirely prohibited. They are of 
opinion that the punishment contemplated by the law should 
alone be inflicted, and that no collateral evils, the horrors of 
disease, and the corruption of principle, should be superadded; 
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PREFACE. 



THE So<:iety krik^ Improvretik^iit of PruMn DucipIIne, 
IB Mibmittio^ to the pf:b!x rh«^ toilowin^y ^n^^fuvtlrMSk re* 
%pentin;5 the proper re;^!ati if.-* to he arfopti^rl m Pri.iotw, 
deem it snpeTilaorw to detain their r*^ader* by endeavoarins^ 
to prove what » already ohvioa^i, that the jndieirKi.% Biana^e- 
meftt of GaoU is a !«ahjeet of the ntnioHt importaace. 

An inteatioo han been imonred to thin vKietv, than whieb 
BOtkiii^ eaa be more fbreityn firoffl itft r«>al porp«Mie, that of 
muiimg the interior of a pri.ioo a more de^Hrable re*iidence 
than; the hahitatiooa of the poor : the motiv e^ whieh aetnate 
the Mftmben of the iioeiety are allowed to he benevolent, hut 
the eo«!fe^iience» of carry ina^ their %iewf of reform or im- 
provement into effect, are Aappo-ed by flome per'^on* to be 
mntiehievoiift ; tt t.^ pre»«med that ot^^-nder^ are intimidited, by 
th^t mJHerie;* and privatioflA they have experieneed or antiCH 
|Hkte; if prisons, ft » Jiaid, are rrndered ptaee» of eomforty 
where food and (od^n;^ are ^atnitoaftly provided, they be* 
eonse iaaoentive* to crme and a n^compence for it« eommbtsioi:. 
In thii* view of the suhjeet, however. The society cannot 
coinelde : it 1:4 trne, they conr^ider it dewable that pri.^ons 
iihonld he clean, and the food ztven to the prwonern, plam, 
whofeMime, and snficient; bat they are eqoaliy anxion^^ that 
every thrnj5 which border* on neniviTal ^rat Ifieation or anneces- 
iiar? comfort .-♦hoald be entirely prohibited. They are of 
opmioQ that the ptmi.thment contemplated by the law » boa Id 
alone he Lnflieted, and that no collateral evifci, fJie horrors of 
diiieai*e, and thecomip-tion ofprincipie, ^hoold be*iip<^fadded; 
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but tbey are decidedly advenie to any permisdion of idleness, 
disAoIate beliaviour, or to any indulgencios, excepting those 
conferred as the reward of good conduct ; they arc desirouH 
that constant and imperative labour Hhouhl occupy the 
prisoncrsy and prepare thoir minds for such instruction as 
may eradicate evil habits, and substitute good dispositions: a 
prison thus regulated offers no attraction to the vicious, and 
the society contidently appeal to the evidence of facts as con- 
finning the deductions of reason, wherever iliis experiment 
boH been fairly tried. 

It must be apparent to all who have directed their attcn-' 
tion to this sulijcct, that tlie system of Prison Oisciptine too 
generally prevalent in England was confined to a single 
olyect, the safe custody of the prisoner; and to one method 
of accomplishing that object, severe and sometimes unneces-* 
sary coercion : if the prisoner could be retained within the 
walls of a gaol by bars, by chains, or by subterraneous and 
un ventilated dungeons, by the use of any rigour or privation; 
this plan, aiming only at bis personal security, was deemed 
suilioient: the possibility of reforming the criminal seems 
never to have been contemplated ; no rule was in force, no 
arrangement existed which could be referred to such a pur- 
pose : the attempt to disengage tlie culprit from long formed 
habits of vice, and to rekindle in his breast the latent sparks 
of virtue, were schemes known indeed by the writings of 
Howard, but generally regarded as the visionary efforts of an 
excessive philanthropy. 

Much has bi^cn the progress of public opinion, that it is not 
now rc(|uiHite to dwell upon the expediency of making these 
attempts, or to contend against a system calculated to multi- 
ply olVences, and to ripen indiscretion into crime; a new plan 
has been gradually developed, in which moral restraint re- 
moves the necessity of brutal violence; in which the prisoner 
is justly considered as possessing rights which we must not 
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THE Society for the Improvement of Prison Discipline^ 
in submitting to tlie public the following suggestions re* 
specting the proper regulations to be adopted in Prisons, 
deem it superfluous to detain their readers by endeavouring 
to prove what is already obvious, that the judicious manage* 
ment of Gaols is a subject of the utmost importance. 

An intention has been imputed to this society, than which 
nothing can be more foreign from its real purpose, that of 
making the interior of a prison a more desirable residence 
than the habitations of the poor ; the motives which actuate 
the members of the society are allowed to be benevolent, but 
the consequences of carrying their views of reform or im- 
provement into effect, are supposed by some persons to be 
mischievous ; it is presumed that offenders are intimidated, by 
the miseries and privations they have experienced or antici- 
pate ; if prisons, it is said, are rendered places of comfort, 
where food and lodging are gratuitously provided, they be- 
come incentives to crime and a recompence for its commission. 
In this view of the subject, however, the society cannot 
coincide : it is true, they consider it desirable that prisons 
should be clean, and the food given to the prisoners, plain, 
wholesome, and sufficient ; but they are equally anxious that 
everything which borders on sensual gratification or unneces- 
sary comfort should be entirely prohibited. They are of 
opinion that the punishment contemplated by the law should 
alone be inflicted, and that no collateral evils, the horrors of 
disease, and the corruption of principle, should be superadded; 
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but tbey are decidedly advenie to any permission of idleness, 
dissolute behaviour, or to any indulgencies, excepting those 
conferrod as the reward of good conduct ; they are desirouH 
that constant and imperative labour should occupy the 
prisoners, and prepare their minds (or such instruction as 
may eradicate evil habits, and substitute good dispositions: a 
prison thus regulated ofTers no attraction to the vicious, and 
the society conKdently appeal to the evidence of facts as con- 
firming the deductions of reason, wherever iliis experiment 
bas been fairly tried. 

It must be apparent to all who have directed their attcn-' 
tion to this subject, that the system of Prison Discipline too 
generally prevalent in England was confined to a single 
object, the safe custody of the prisoner; and to one method 
of accomplishing that object, severe and sometimes unneces* 
sary coercion : if the prisoner could be retained ivithin the 
walls of a gaol by bars, by chains, or by Mibtenraneous and 
unventilated dungeons, by the use of any rigour or privation; 
this plan, aiming only at bis personal security, was deemed 
iuflicient: the possibility of reforming the criminal seems 
never to have been contemplated ; no rule was in force, no 
arrangement existed which could be referred to such a pur- 
pose : tlie attempt to disengage the culprit from long formed 
habits of vice, and to rekindle in his breast the latent sparks 
of virtue, were schemes known indeed by the writings of 
Howard, but generally regarded as the visionary efforts of an 
excessive philanthropy. 

Much has been the progress of public opinion, that it is not 
now rc(|uisite to dwell upon the expediency of making these 
attempts, or to contend against a system calculated to multi- 
ply oflbnces, and to ripen indiscretion into crime ; a new plan 
has been gradually developed, in which moral restraint re- 
moves the necessity of brutal violence; in which the prisoner 
is justly considered as possessing rights which we must not 



T 



r 



violate, and feelings which we Qiuat not weand^ beyond w&a( 
the sentence of the law demands: a system equally opposed 
to that dangerous indulgence which permits scenes of vice^ 
drunkenness, or debauchery to be exhibited; and to thai 
useless cruelty, which, producing no beneficial effect in the 
way of example, tends to harden the character of those who 
are subjected to its operation; a system, in short, which sup- 
presses for a time at least many evil habits, and substitutes 
those of industry, decency, sobriety, and order. 

The strong interest taken by the public in this momentous 
question, the examples which have been adduced of the suc- 
cessful application of these principles to practice ; the zeal 
manifested by the magistrates in general throughout the 
country, and the appointment of committees in both houses 
of Parliament, furnish a well-grounded confidence that the 
improved system of Prison Discipline will now be fairly and 
fully tried. 

The society for the improvement of Prison Discipline 
have received so many applications for information respecting 
numerous particulars, that they apprehend they cannot more 
effectually consult the wishes or convenience of the public, 
than by an endeavour to collect and arrange those recom- 
mendations which the result of reflection and experience 
enables them to offer. 

Much consideration has been bestowed upon the plan» 
which accompany this tract, and great assistance has been 
derived from the architectural skill of Mr. Ainslie, and Mr^ 
BuUar, in the arrangement and illustration of these designs : 
these gentlemen have gratuitously afforded the Society most 
valuable aid, for which the Committee beg to express their 
sincere acknowledgments; the object in view was to give such 
plans, as might best combine the advantages of inspection and 
classification, leaving it to the discretion of different districts 
to accommodate the same to their own local circumstances. 



' With regtird to the rules which are suggested, there is no 
pretension to originality; the first aim of the society has been 
to obtain an accurate acquaintance with the actual manage- 
ment of the best regulated gaols ; to compare attentively the 
course pursued in each, with their practical consequences ; 
and then to select and combine, under one arrangement, those 
rules which appeared upon the whole most judicious and 
effective. 

The importance of providing employment for prisoners, 
and the difficulty of procuring it, have deeply engaged the 
attention of the society, but hitherto without enabling them 
to arrive at any conclusion which is universally applicable ; 
but there is one species of labour obtained by the introduc- 
tion of mills, and especially of stepping mills, which may 

« 

furnish con:>tant occupation to a determinate proportion of 
llie prisoners. The advantages derived from the use of mills 
in several prisons, have been very -conspicuous, not so much 
perhaps in a pecuniary point of view, as in the moral bene- 
fits resulting to the prisoner. 

A stepping mill of a superior description, and which the 
Committee cannot too earnestly recommend for the employ- 
ment of prisoners, has been lately constructed, on very inge- 
nious principles, by Mr. Cubitt, Civil Engineer, of Ipswich. 
To the liberality and kind attention of this gentleman, the 
Conimittee are indebted for the annexed illustrations of the 
machinery, and explanation of its power and effects. 
, Should the recommendations here collected, be found useful 
in assisting those gentlemen, who unite the power with the in- 
clination to promote the grand and progressive work of im- 
provement in Prison Discipline, the object of the society 
will be fully attained. 

SAMUEL HOARE, Jun. 

LottdoHy ^8t Jmmaryy 1820. Chairman of the Committee, 
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HULtlS 



PROPOSED FOR 



THE GOVEtlNMENT OF GAOLS, &c. 



APPOINTMENT AND DUTIES OF VISITING JUSTICES. 

Fide the following Ads of Parliament ;— 
19 Geo. 3, Cap. 74, Sects. 23, 47, 49. 
31 Geo. 3, Cap. 46, Sects. 3, 5, 9, 14. 

I. 
31 Geo. 3, Cap. 46> Sec. 5. — " For better preventing all 
abuses, as well in the common gaols, as in the said houses of cor- 
rection, or other places of confinement, to be used as penitentiary 
houses, be it further enacted, that the justices of the peace shdll, 
at every general or quarter sessions, after the passing of this Act, 
appoint two or more justices, visitors of each of the said gaols and 
other places of confinement ; and such visiting justices, so respec- 
tively appointed, shall, either together or singly, personally visit ^nd 
inspect such prison at least three times in each quarter of a year, 
and oftener, if occasion shall require; and shall examine into the 
state of the buildings, the behaviour and conduct of the respec- 
tive officers, and the treatment and condition of the prisoners, 
the amount of their earnings, and the expenses attending such 
prison; and in matters of pressing necessity, and within the 
powers of their commission, as justices, shall take cognizance 
thei^eof, and proceed to regulate and redress the same ; and, at 
every general or quarter sessions of the peace, the said visiting 
justices respectively shall make a report in writing of the state 

B 



2 VISITING JUSTICES. 

and condition of the same, and of all abuses which may occur to 
their observation therein; and the chairman of the said sessions 
is hereby required to call upon the said visitors for such report; 
and it shall be lawful for every justice of the peace for such county, 
riding, or division, of his own accord, and without being ap- 
pointed a visitor, to enter into, and to examine the same, at such 
time or times, and as often as he i^hall think tit ; and if he shall 
discover any abuses therein, he is hereby required to report them 
in writing, at the next general or qjiarter sessions of the peace, 
or adjourned sessions, which shall be holden for such county, 
riding, or division ; and when, and as often, as report of any 
abuses in the said place of confinement shall be made by the said 
visHing justices, or either of them, or by any other justice oiP the 
peace for such county, riding, or division, the abuses; so reported, 
shall be taken into immediate consideration by the justices of the 
peace for such county, riding, or division, at the general or quarter 
sessions, or adjourned sessions, at which such report shall be 
made, they are hereby required to adopt the most effectual mea- 
sures for inquiring into and rectifying such abuses, as soon astbe 
nature of the case will allow/' 

11. 

31 Geo. 8, Cap. 46, Sect. 9.—" And be it further enacted, 
that every such return, (viz. that which the keeper is required bj 
the preceding section to return to the clerk of assize, vide Duties 
oftKeeper, rule 5) before it is delivered into Court,^ shall be ex- 
amined by one or more of the visiting justices, to be appointed, as 
herein before directed, who is hereby required to sign such i^tum, 
and to annex thereto such observations as he shall think fit oe 
every particular therein contained." 

III. 

31 Geo. 3, Cap. 40, Sect. 14—** And be it further enacted, 
that, if the said visitors shall at any time observe, or be 8atisfa<s 
torily informed of any extraordinary diligence or merit in any of 
the ofienders under their inspection, they shall report .tb« tatiie t^ 



VISITING JUSTICES. 3 

the justices of oyer and terminer and gaol delivery, or great scs- 
sicmsy at their next, or any subsequent session, to be holden for 
the county, in which such offender was convicted, in order that 
such justices may, if they shall think proper, recommend such 
offender to the royal mercy, in such degree, or upon such terms, 
as to them shall seem meet: and if His Majesty shall thereupon 
be graciously pleased to shorten the duration of such offender's 
confinement, such offender shall, together with necessary cloathing, 
receive such sunt of money for his or her immediate subsistence, 
as the said visiting justices sliall think proper, so as such sum 
shaH not exceed twenty shillings, nor be less than five shillings, in 
case such offender shall have been confined for the space of one 
year; and so in proportion, for any shorter term of confinement; 
and such sums of money, as also the expense of such cloathing, 
ihall be paid out of the county rate." ' 

IV. 

All bills relating to the prison shall be referred to the visiting 
justices, who shall on some one day of the week, to be agreed 
upon and named by them, next immediately preceding each 
quarter sessions, examine all bills^ and audit all accounts, 
which the governor of the prison may be Required to keep; and 
ifaall, if satisfied with the accounts, sign the same, and direct the 
governor of the prison to deliver them to the quarter sessions, then 
and there to be finally, passed, after being verified uppn oath by 
the gaolers, if required ; and the visiting magistrates shall fmm 
time to time direct such form of preparing and reudering these 
accounts as may appear to them most satisfactory, and be 
judged- best calculated to prevent any improper and unnecessary 
expenditure. 

V. 

The visiting justices shall have the same powers as to hear- 
ing complaints, and punishing offences amongst the prisoners, as 
are granted to the visiting justices of houses of correction, used as 
penitentiary houses, (vide the 31 Geo. 3, Cap. 40, Sect. 3,) -and in 
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case of the repetition of such offences as the keeper is by these 
rales enpowered to punish, or in case of offences more eaormous, 
he shali report the case to the visiting justices, or to one of them, 
who shall have power to enquire upon oath and determine on all 
such offences, so reported to them, and shall order such offenders 
to be punished as that act directs. 

VI. 

Where any fraud is suspected, the visiting justices shall have 
power to examine on oath the keeper, taskmaster, or any of the 
officers or servants employed about the prison, or any persons, 
of whom any necessaries, stock, materials, or other things have 
been purchased for the use of the prison, or any persons, to whom 
any stock or materials, wrought or manufactured therein, have 
been sold, or any of the offenders, confined in the prison, touch- 
ing such fraud; and the visiting justices shall report such evi- 
dence, with their observations thereon, to the next meeting of the 

court of quarter sessions. 

VII. 

The magistrates,^ who are not visiting justices, are earnestly 
solicited to visit the gaol, penitentiary, and house of correction, 
frequently, and to record in a book, to be kept at the prison, 
such observations i>n the general aspect of the gaol with respect 
to cleanliness, the conduct of the officers, the appearance and 
behaviour of the prisoners, as may from time to time occur to 
thegi ; and to insert any suggestions that may seem to them cal- 
culated to improve the government of the prison, or ameliorate 
the condition of the prisoners ; the books for this purpose to be 
submitted to the inspection of the visiting justices at their meet- 
ings, and also to the court of quarter sessions. 

VIII. 

The visiting justices shall advertise for tenders for all contracts 
copnected with the gaol, penitentiary, or house of correction, and 
shall report the result to the court of quarter session who shall 
msike the contract. 



VISITING JUSTICES. 5 

IX. 

The ▼isiting justices for the time being shall be authorised 
to expend such a sum of money, in the purchase of implements 
and materials for the employment, and of such books for the in- 
struction, of the prisoners, as they shall see necessary ; and also 
any sura of money for the purchase of bedding or elothing for the 
prisoners, as may from tinie to time be reqnired : the amount so 
expended to be reported to the quarter sessions immediately sub- 
sequent to such expenditure. 

X. 

The visiting justices shall be empowered to appoint such 
temporary assistant or assistants for the purpose of instructing 
tlie prisoners confined in the gaol, or house of correction, in any 
work, manufacture, or useful employment, as they may deem it 
expedient to introduce into the prison ; * but such appointment 
shall in every instance be restricted to a period not exceeding 
three months, and reported whenever made, to the quarter 
sessions. 

XL 

The visiting justices shall foe authorised, if they shaU see 
proper, to enter into contract with any person for the employ- 
ment of the prisoners in any work, manufacture, or trade, 

XII. 

The visiting justices shall keep a minute book of their pro- 
ceedings, in which shall be entered all observations made and 
orders given by them, whether individually or at their meetings. 
Tbe minutes made at each meeting, shall contain the names of 
the justices present, be signed by the chairman, and be kept 
in the keeper's house. 

* Vide Appendix (B*), p. 40. 



6 DUTIES or KEEPER. 

APPOINTMENT AND DUTIES OF KEEPER. 

Vide the following Acts of Parliament : — 

19 Geo. 3, Cap. 74, Sect. 46. 

22 Geo. 3, €ap. 64, Sects. 3, 7, 8, !!• 

24 Geo. 3, Sess. 2, Cap. 64, Sect. 22, 

29 Geo. 3, Cap. 67. 

31 Geo. 3, Cap. 46, Sects. 1, 3, 8, 15. 

65 Geo. 3, Cap. 50. 

66 Geo. 3, Cap. 116. 

I. 

The justices in quarter session shall appoint a keeper of 
the house of correction and penitentiary house, who may also 
execute the office of keeper of the common gaol, if thereto 
appointed by the sheriff of the county, and provided both pri-: 
sons are included within the same walls, and shall receive such 
salary from the county stock, as the court of quarter session shall 
from time to time direct, on condition, that he shall not take or 
receive to his own use any fee, gratuity or emolument, from any 
prisoner or other person whatsoever, except such portion of the 
prisoner's earnings as the justices may determine upon, byway of 
inducement to him to promote industry ; and except any allowance 
that he may be authorized by the justices to receive from the 
debtors, for accommodation on the master's side of the prison ; 
aod that he shall regularly observe and keep the rules and regu- 
lations of the prison, 

II. 

He shall execute his office in person, and shall hold no other 
office or employment, and exercise no other calling, trade, or 
business whatever. He shall be required to exercise the autho- 
rity delegated to him, with temper, aud without favour, par- 
tiality, or personal resentment. He must not strike a prisoner, 
unless in self defence ; and shall require and enforce humanity 
and good temper towards the prisoners from his several subor- 
dinate officers. 
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III. 

. He shall give a bond with a surety to the county, in the 
joint penalty of a sum equal to double the amount of his annual 
salary ; the condition of which shall be, that he be accountable, 
when called upon, for all monies, goods, and materials entrusted 
to his care, and for all furniture belonging to the county in his 
use and occupatiin. 

IV. 
He shall have the same power as to hearing complaints and 
punishing offences among the prisoners, as are granted to go- 
vernors of houses of t'orrection, used as penitentiary houses, viz. 
he shall have power to hear all complaints, and to examine any 
persons touching any of the following offences: — disobedience of 
any of the orders of the prison — ussault by one prisoner on 
another, where no dangerous wound pr bruise is given — profane 
cursing and swearing or indecent behaviour — absence from cha- 
pel, er irreverent behaviour f here — idleness or negligence in work, 
or wilful mismanagement of it — and such other offences, as in the 
subjoined rules, under the head of prisoners, are submitted to 
his jurisdiction : he shall have power to determine thereon, and 
may punish such offences, by ordering the offender into close con- 
finement in a solitary cell, and by keeping him or her upon breai} 
and water, for aqy time not exceeding three days. 

V, 

He shall make returns, as required by the following acts of 
parliament, viz. on the first day of every assize, to the proper 
officer of the court a statement of the number of cells, their 
size, &c., and the names of all the prisoners, by the 31 Geo. 8, 
cap. 46, sect. 8 : also to the court of quarter session, held next 
after Michaelmas in each year, a return, with his certificate on 
oath, stating the observance or non observance of the provisions 
of certain acts of parliament in the prisons under his care, pur- 
suant to the '19 iieo. 3, cap. 67 ; and to every court of quarter 
session a return of all prisoners in the house of correction, pur- 
suant to the 22 Geo. 3, cap. 65, sect. 3. 



8 DUTIES OF KEEPER. 

VI. 

Fetters and handcuffs shall be provided at the expense of 
the county ; but shall only be used as a precaution in the case of 
riot, or of attempt to escape ; each case to be entered in the 
keeper's journal ; and notice given thereof to one of the visiting 
justices within forty-eight hours after the prisoner shall for such 
offence have been so secured, who shall have authority to con« 
firm or alter the same at their discretion, and the keeper shall not 
continue such fettering longer than six days, without an order in 
writing from one of the visiting justices. 

VII. 

He shall constantly attend the prisoners when in chapel, 
and at the dbtribution of provisions ; and shall visit every ward, 
and see every prisoner (accompanied by the matron when visiting 
the female prisoners), at the least, once in every twenty-four 
hours ; and every cell ^hall be inspected by himself once every day. 

vni. 

He shall not absent himself from the prison for a night, 
without permission in writing from a visiting justice, unless in 
the execution of any part of his duty, that requires such absence, 
or by reason of some unforeseen accident ; any of which facts, 
and the name of the visiting justice who may have granted suc|i 
permission, he shall notice in his journal. 

IX. 

He shall not permit any person to sleep in his house, or in 
that of any taskmaster, turnkey, or porter, except his or their 
wives, children and servants, without the express permission of a 
visiting justice, or an .order of the court of quarter session. 

X. 

He shall not sell, nor shall any person ip trust for him, or 
employed by him, sell, or have any benefit or advantage from the 
sale of any article whatsoever to any prisoner ; nor shall he have 
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any interest in any contract or agreement for the supply of the 

ptbon. ' 

XL 

He. shall strictly prohibit all gaming and drunkenness, and 
shall punish every prisoner so offending, pursuant to the powers 
▼ested in him by rule lY . 

XH, 

He, or a turnkey deputed by him, shall, if the visiting magist 
trates consider it necessary, search aU persons visiting the prison, 
excepting females, who in such case are to be examined by the 
matron, or other female, to be nominated for this purpose by the 
visiting justices; when all packets and parcels thus brought into 
the gaol are to be opened in tlie presence of the person bringing 
them, and of the prisoner, in order to prevent the introduction of 
spirituous liquors, or other prohibited articles* 

XHL 

He shall keep a journal, and record therein the daily events 
of the prison, which journal shall be laid before the visiting jus- 
tices as often as they shall meet, and before the justices, at 
every quarter session and adjournment thereof. 

XIV, 

He shall enter in his journal, and report to the visiting jus* 
lices, any turnkey, or other officer, guilty of any misconduct, 

XV. 

He shall enter all punishments in his journal, expressing 
the name of the prisoner, the offence, and the nature and dura-i 
tion of the punishment, and by whom directed. 

XVI. 

In case of any prisoner being committed a second time, the 
keeper shall note such occurrence in his journal, and shall insert 
in his commitment book a reference to the former entry of the 
prisoner. 



i 
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XVII. 

He shall keep a register, in which he shall enter the fol- 
lowing particulars concerning every prisoner (not a debtor) 
.committed tq his custody: — ^Number— name— *age — description 
of person — his or her trade or occupation— when received — when 
li^mmitted— by whom cominittcd— on what charge — rplace and. 
time of triiil —sentence — in what part of the prison confined — em- 
ployment in the prison-«-date of beginning work — cost of main- 
tenance per week — estra cost during sickness— amount of weekly 
earoingH — county's share of prisoner's earnings — keeper's share, 
of prisoner's earnings — prisoner's share — proportion of his earn- 
ings paid 1o the prisoner— balance due to him — amount of earn- 
ings exceeding his maintenance — maintenance exceeding his 
earoiugs — when left off work — how disposed of, and when dis- 
charged —remarks. 

XVIII. 

He shall keep a regular account of every expense of the prison 
in a book to be provided for the purpose, and shall keep a cor- 
rect inventory of all Uie fixtures and moveable articles, as well as 
of every other <l(scription of property within the prison^ be- 
longing to the county, specifying the manner in which the same 
may have been disposed of, and for which they arc to be res- 
ponsible, and shall deliver such inventory to the visiting justices^ 
to be examined by them on tiic day appointed for the examina- 
tion of the accounts of the prison. 

XIX. 

He shall deliver to the chaplain a list of the names of the 
prisoners absent from divine service^ and the cause of their, 
absence, that the chaplain may visit them in their cells. He 
shall also communicate to the chaplain, from time to time, such 
pbservations upon the moral and religious conduct of the pri- 
•oneri generally, or individually, at 'may appear deservuig to be 
f^entioned* 
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XX. 

He shall ooce every week enter in the surgeon's journal the 
names of all the prisoners requiring the assistance of the sui^ook 

XXI. 

He shall keep a book, wherein he shall enter an account of 
every article, taken from any prisoner; which account shall be 
signed by the keeper and by such prisoner^ or^ on his or her re- 
fusal, by some credible witness. The articles thus taken from 
the prisoners, on their admission, are to be carefully preserved 
for the prisoners by the keeper, until their discharge. 

XXII. 

*He shall keep an account of all donations, subscriptionsi, 
fuid bequests, either in money, clothing, food, and fuel, or in any 
other way, for the use of the prisoners^ and the manner in whici| 
the same have been disposed of. 



APPOINTMENT AND DUTIES OF CHAPLAIN, 

Vide the following Acts of Parliament : — 

13 Geo. 3, Cap. 58. 

22 Geo. 3, Cap. 64, Sect. 12. 

55 Geo. 3^ Cap. 48, Sect. 5. 

I. 

A CHAPLAIN shall be appointed by the court of quartec 
session, ^nd shall receive such salary as the court shall from tim^ 
to time direct. 

II. 

He shall not be allowed to engage in any other professional 
duties, if the average number of prisoners exceeds one hundred 
and fifty. Whenever circumstances will admit, and the numbeni 
confined render it desirable, he shall have a house attached to the 
prison. 
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III. 

He shall perform diviue service, accordiog to the liturgy of 
the church of Englaod, and preach morning and evening on every 
Sunday, Christmas Day, and Good Friday, and on any day ap- 
pointed by authority to he observed as a day of fast, or thanks- 
giving. He shall read Prayers daily if he resides in the prison ; or 
otherwise every Wednesday and Friday. 

IV. 

He shall keep a journal, and enter therein such observations 
as appear to him important in the general execution of his duty ; 
he shall insert the days of his attendance, the duties performed, 
his observations on the conduct of the prisoners, and their ab- 
sence or attendance; and the absence or attendance of the officers 
of the prison, at divine worship, as* he may think proper; and 
also notice such other occurrences or circumstances as he may 
think deserving the attention of the visiting justices. 

V. 

He sl^all frequently see and converse with all the prisoners 
out of the presence of the keeper, or of any other officer; shall 
enquire into the state of mind of each individual ; obtain a 
knowledge of his or her character ; visit the sick, instruct the 
prisoners in their moral duties, give spiritual advice and religious 
consolation ; be required to form schools for the prisoners, 
where a portion of the scriptures shall be daily read, and 
shal) have full liberty to avail himself of the gratuitous services 
of such persons as ma}' be inclined to assist in the formation pnd 
management of the schools. He shall also attend particularly to 
any prisoner who may desire his advice or assistance. 

VI. 

He shall pay most particular attention to the penitentiary pri- 
soners, and to all juvenile offenders ; he shall daily visit those in 
solitary confinement ; and shall, at least twice in every twenty- 
four hours, give his spiritual assistance to all prisoners left fbr 
executioD, 
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VII. 

He shall administer tbe sacrament four times in every year, at 
the least, to such prisoners as he shall deem proper, and shall 
note in his journal the times of such administration, and the 
names of the communicants. ^ , 

VIII. 

He shall meet the visiting justices, when desured, and confer 
with them on all matters connected with the discharge of Us 
duty^ 

ix: 

Id case of sickness, or necessary engagement, he may appoint 
a substitute for the occasion, specifying in his journal the cause 
and the name of the clergyman so appointed. 

Jm. 

If any prisoner shall declare himself or herself of a religious 
persuasion, dissenting from the established church, a minister of 
such persuasion shall, at the request of such prisoner, be allowed 
to visit him or her. 

XI. 

Books and tracts of religious and moral instruction shall be pro- 
vided, under the direction of the chaplain, to be used or distributed 
among the prisoners at bis discretion. Each prisoner during 
divine service shall be allowed the use of a Bible and Prayer 
B6ok; and a Bible is to be placed in each cell, and in each ward 
or day-room. 



APPOINTMENT AND DUTIES OF SURGEON. 
Vide 14 Geo. 3, Cap. 59.— 

I. 

A SURGEON shall be appointed to attend the prison by the 
conrt of quarter session, and shall receive such salary, and such 
additional remuneration on any special occasion, as the court shall 
from time to time direct. 
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II. 

He fhali attemt immedfately, on notice from the keeper^ tbtt 

ray prifoner is ilt. 

III. 

He shall examine all prisoners before they are passed Info'the 

wards of the prison. 

IV. 

He shall visit the patients in the infii'mary at the least (ffie# 
every day, and shsrll, twice a wcclc, see every person confined irt' 
the prison, and f^ive such directions as he may think necessary 
tor the preservation of the health of the prisoners, and the clean- 
liness' and proper condition of the gaol. 

V. 

He shall keep a journal, and shall rc^nlurly enter therein the 
timesof his attendance, and orders for the removal of prisoners to 

» 

and firom the infirmary, with such remarks either upon the state 
of the gaol or the condition of the prisoners, and also the orders 
he may give respecting the treatment of the prisoners, as shall 
convey to the visiting justices the necessary information respect* 
Ing the state of health of the prisoners. 

VI. 

He shall inquire into the mental as well ns bodily state of 
every prisoner, and when he shall have reason to believe that the 
mind or body is materially affected by the disciplines treatmenti 
or diet, particularly of such as are in solitary coniinemcnt, be 
shall Inform the keeper thereof, and enter liis observations and 
directions in his journal, which shall be an authority to the keeper 
for altering the discipline, treatment, or diet of any prisoner, until 
the next visit of a visiting justice, who shall inquire into the case^ 
and make orders accordingly. 

VII. 

- In ease of the discovery of any infectious disorder, the surgeon 
shall direct the prisoner so infected to be kept separate from thm 



^her pet sons cotifined in the prison^ until tach time as all 
danger of eontagiaa shall have ceased* 

VIII. 

* t*he snrgeoii shall at every coutt of assise, and also at every 
quarter session, affix to the calenclar of tl)e prisoners printed 
tad circTilated, a Certificate of the state of health of the pri- 
soners, to which' he shall add his signature* 






APPOINTMENT AND DUTIES OF TASKMASTER* 

Vide the following Acts of Parliament: — 

19 Geo. 3, Cap. 74, Sect. 21, 22. 
22 Geo. 3, Cap. 64, Sect. 3, 7. 
31 Geo. 3, Cap. 46, Sect. 1. 

I. 

A TASKMASTER shall be appointed by the court of quarter 
session, on such terms as the court shall from time to time direct* 

II. 

He siiall, under the direction of the visiting Justices, pur- 
chase such materials, as may be necessary for carrying on any 
trade or occupation within the prison, distribute them among 
those* y^ho are to be employed to work up the same, and superin- 
tend the work. 

III. 

He shall sell and dispose of the manufactured goods, and 
insert the produce of such sales in his accounts, which he shall 
keep in such manner, as the visiting justices shall from time to 
time direct, giving security for the amount of all monies received 
on account of the same. 

IV. 

He shall keep a work book, in which shall be entered 
the weekly ^accounts relative to the employmeut of the j>ri< 
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soners. This book is to be divided into columns, and kept int 
the following form: — Number — name — ward — if sentenced to 
' hard labour or otherwise — employment — amount of daily task—- 
days employed — amount of earnings— county's share — keeper's 
share (if any) — taskmaster's share (if any) — prisoner's share— ^pro- 
portion of his earnings paid to the prisoner—balance due to him. 
•The total of each week's earnings to . be carried forward to the 
ensuing week, and to be continued until the account shall have 
been closed, upon the discharge of the prisoner from the gaol. The 
total annual amount of the earnings of the prisoners, with a state- 
ment of the appropriation of the same to be made up, printed and 
circulated for the information of the magistrates of the county^ 
on the 31st of December in each year< 

V. 

He shall keep a regular account of all tools or implements 
of trade, provided for the prison, and belonging to the county; 
and he shall submit the same from time to time to the visiting 
justiees. 

VI. 

He shall take account of all neglect or misbehaviour, as well 
as of any extraordinary diligence among the prisoners, and shall 
report accordingly to the keeper, for entry in his journal. 

VII. 

He shall not be permitted to receive any fee or gratuity, on 
any account whatever, except such part of the prisoner's eamingt 
as may be allowed to him. 
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APPOINTMENT AND DUTIES OF MATRON. 

Vide the following Acts of Parliament: — 
19 Geo. 3, Cap. 74, Sect 17. 
^.81 Geo. 3, Cap. 46, Sect 1. 

I. 

A MATRON shall be appointed by the court of quarteif session; 
tdth such salary, as the court shall from time to time direct She 
shall reside in the prison, and it shall be her duty constantly to 
superintend and inspect the conduct of the female prisoners* 

IL 

She shall search eveiy female prisoner on admission; and 
slie shall be tlie only person who shall be allowed to examine the 
pei^ons of the female prisoners and of female visitors. In the 
event of the indisposition of the Matron, or in any case which 
may occasion her temporary absence, she shall nominate a female 
to act as her assistant, whose appointment shall previously have 
received the approval of the visiting justices. 

IIL 

She shall invariably attend divine worship with the female 

prisoners. 

IV. 

She shall superintend the work of the women, and shall take 
charge of the laundry^ the prison linen, bedding, and clothes. 

V. 

She shall accompany the keeper; and surgeon, when either 
of them shall enter the cell of a female prisoner, confined in 
solitude. 

VI. 

She shall not be permitted to receive any fee or.gratuity, on 

c 
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any account whateyer, except (as in the case of males) such por« 

tion of the prisoners' earnings as may be deemed by the justices 

sufficient to excite in the superintendent a desire to encourage 

industry. 

VIL 

She shall report to the keeper, any particular instaqce of 
good behaTiour, or of idle or refractory conduct, among the female 
prisoners. 



APPOINTMENT AND DUTIES OF TURNKEYS. 

I. 

Turnkeys shall be appointed by the court of quarter ses« 
sion, in such numbers, and at such salaries, as the court shall from 
time to time direct. 

II. 

For the female prisoners, a female turnkey, or turnkeys, shall ba 

appointed, who shall lock up, or see locked up, all the female 

prisoners, and keep a daily account of the conduct of those under 

her or their care. 

III. 

The turnkeys shall examine the state of the cells, locks, bolts, 
bedding, &c., as soon, as the prisoners have left their cells in the 
morning ; and after the cells are swept, and the beds made, they 
shall lock the gates or doors, so that no prisoner may haye access 
to his or her night cell during the day, unless by order, or specml 
leaye of the keeper. 

IV. 
The turnkeys shall be present at divine' worship with the 
prisoners, unless their presence be otherwise required for the se- 
curity of the gaol. 

They shall not be permitted, directly or indirectly, to sell 
any article of provbion or dothmg, or other description of goods. 
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f6' the prisoners, or r^beive from the prisoners, nn^r any jpretehce 
whatever, any som of money. 

VL 

Any tamkey, npon being convicted of drunkenness, gamiiig, or 
of cursing and swearing, or of using any profane or indecent lan^ 
guage, shall be dismissed from his situation by the visiting justices. 

VII. 
Tbey shall not strikeany prisoner, unless in self defence. 

VIII. 

They shall discharge such duties, as may be ordered by the 
keeper, by whom they may, for disobedience of orders, or.im- 
proper behaviour^ be suspended from their situations. 

IX. 
They shall not be out of the prison after ten o'clock at night. 



APPOINTMENT AND DUTIES OF WARDSMEN. 

I. 

The keeper shall appoint as wardsmen one prisoner in each 
'Ward, or more, if so directed by the court of quarter session. 

II. 

The wardsmen shall be selected from such of the prisoners 
as are most orderly, and best qualified for the purpose. 

III. 

They shall sweep the cells, work-rooms, day-rooms, staircase 
and galleries of the classes under their care once every morning, 
and shall wash them at least once in every week. 

IV. 
Tbey shall, in dry weather, see that all the doors and the windows 
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of the niglit-cdb be kept open, and the bedding frequenil^f bett 
and put out to air. 

V. 

They shall attend to the deanlineis of every part of the wards 
committed to thdr care, and to the maintenance of decency and 
good order therein. 

VL 

They sbal]> for the performance of these duties, receive such 
Increased prison allowance, as the vbiting justices shall from time 
to time direct ; and shall be entitled to such share of their earn- 
ings, as the rule of their classes shall respectively prescribe. ' 

VII. 

They shaH not be permitted to receive any fee or gratuity,, on 
any account whatever, except such allowances as are autheriied 
by the preceding rules. 



ff 
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IV. 

Debtors paying their own expenses^ shall be permitted to be 
confined in the master debtor's ward ; but such as are maintained 
at the expense of the. county* shall be confined in the common 
debtor's ward. Any- extra allowance for accommodation on the 
master's side must be regulated by the visiting justices. 

V. 

Debtors* inclined to work, may* on application to the keeper* 

be employed* and wiU in such case be entitled to half of their 

earnings* and the risk and trouble of selling the goods shall rest 

with the county : or they may work entirely on their own account* 

and without the interference of the officers of the prison* provided 

their materials or tools be not* from bulk or quality, inconvenient* 

or unfit for admission. 

VI. 

Debtors, destitute of friends, unable to work* or incapable of 
supporting themselves by industry or otherwise, may, till they 
shall obtain their sixpences* receive the prison allowance* on ap- 
plication to and by order of a visiting justice; such order beinjf 
entered in the visiting justices' book, 

VII. 

The bed-rooms of the debtors shall be unlocked at six 
' o'clock in the morning* from the first of April, to the 30th of Sep- 
tember, and at sunrise* during the remainder of the year. 
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VIII. 

. Debtors shall retire to their wards or day-rooms at eight o'clock 
in the evening, during the months of May, June, and July; at 
six* during the months of March* April, August, and September; 
and at sunset during the remainder of the year. They shall retire 
to their rooms at ten o'clock at night, at which hour their bell 
tball be rung* all lights shall be extinguished* and none permitted 
afterwards. 



I 

Debtors iliall be required to attend Diyine Service on theSon<hy, 
and on other days, when senrice shall be performed, unless pre- 
vented by illness or other reasonable caose, and snch as refuse or 
neglect to attend, shall be locked up in their bed-rooms dilring the 
performance of Divine' Service* 

X. 

Visitors to debtors shall be admitted to their visiting robms, 
from ten o'clock in the morning till four in the afternoon, except 
on Sundays, Christmas Day, and Good Friday; when the time of 
admission shall be limited to two hours in the mpri^ing^ and two 
hours in the evening. 

XL 

If any visitors to debtors shall refuse to go out, when required 
so to do, shall misbehave^ or act improperly towards the keeper 
or other officer of the prison^ the keeper may compel them to go 
out, and refuse them admittance in futi^re^ till the facts shall be 
inquired into by a visitiqg justice, who shall have power to con- 
tinue or take off such denial of admittance, aqd shall enter orders 
accordingly \n the visiting Justices' t^ook. 

XII, 

If any debtor shall refuse to obey the orders of the keeper or 
other officer of the prison, in the execution of his or their duty, 
or the rules laid down for the government of the prison; or shall 
strike, threaten, or forcibly resist the keeper or other officer; dr 
shall be guilty of proTane cursing or swearing, or of disrespectful , 
behaviour to the chaplain, or of irreverent conduct at chapel ; or 
shall use abusive words to, assault, quarrel with, game with, or 
defraud a fellow pri«>oner ; or shall attempt to escape, or shall 
wiUully spoil, damage, or destroy any goods, committed to him or 
her to manufacture, or the beds, bedding, clothes, or utensib of 
the prisons, such debtor shall be punished by confinemeBt 
to his or her cell or room, for any time not tOA 



£4 PRI80NBRS BBFOBE TRIAL. 

three days, at the discretion of the keeper, who shall note 
the same in his journal : and, if at the time of committing the 
offence, such debtor should occupy one of the rooms of superior 
accommodation, the keeper shall have power to remove such 
debtor to the common debtor's ward, for any time not exceeding 
three days, noting the same in his journal: and if, on InYestig^- 
tion, a visiting justice shall consider the offence to require it, he 
shall have power to continue such punishments, for any time not 
exceeding one month, noting the circumstances of the case, and 
ii ordisr thereon in the visiting justices' book. 



PRISONERS COMMITTED FOR TRIAL, 

Vide the following Acts of Parliament t-r-z 
14 Geo. 3, Cap. 59. 
31 Geo. 3, Cap. 46, Sects. 12, 13. 

I. 

. P|iisONBRB committed for trial shall be divided into as many 
classes as the prison may admit.* 

II. 

All prisoners of this description shall have every facility for 
labour afforded them, and may procure any food, clothes, bedding, 
or necessaries, consistent with the rules and oiders of the gaol. 

III. 

Prisoners of this description, while they do pot receive any 
prison allowance, and are strictly obedient to order, shall be 
allowed to procure for themselves and to receive any unprohibited 
article of diet, f or any indulgence in bedding, linen, or other 
necessaries, at hours to be regulated by the visiting justices ; but 
the same must be previously examined, to ascertain that suc^ 

• Vide Appendix (D.), p. 42. f Vide Appendix (E.), p. 43. 
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«rticlM are not io a foul or impure stale, or improper for admb- 

MOD. 

F 

The hours of work in each day shall be as many as the season 

jof the year will permit; but in no case to exceed twelve hours, 

deducting therefrom half an hour for breakfast and an hour for 

dinner, 

V. 

All lights shall be extinguished on the ringing of a bell at ten 
o'clock, and none permitted after. 

VL 

Visitors shall be admitted for two hours daily, in rooms 
for that purpose; but under special circumstances, connected 
with the preparation for the prisoners trial, they may be admitted 
at other times, at the discretion of the keeper. 

VII. 

Accomplices, admitted evidence for the crown, persons com- 
putted for want of sureties, and all other unconvicted prisoners, 
shall be confined in the separate wards prepared for them, and 
subject to the rules for prisoners committed for triaL 

VIII. 

Prisoners committed on charge of desertion, shall in all cases 
be kept separate from other prisoners, and shall receive every 
/encouragement to induce them to work, 



CONVICTED PRISONERS. 

I. 

All convicted prisoners shall be placed in the wards allotted 
for them, immediately on sentence being passed. 

II. 
Prisoners, sentenced to confinemeuti buXiuA. V> \»&^^3^iva)<QSi1^ 
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ia the eooittiOti gao V •hati bave'^ery feicility for labour allWded 
them, and may procure any food, clothes, bedding, or neeessa* 
riei, consistent with the rules and orders of the gaol : but if they 
receive ihe prisoo aHoWance, they shall be employed in some 
Jabor, w&icb ivnol severe, on account of the county, shaO be en- 
titled to half their eaniiftgt, and fthall wear the plain tf<Mirse 

clothing of the gaoL 

HI. 

Prisoners of this description, while they do not receive any pri- 
son allowance and are strictly obedient to order, shall be allowed 
to procure for themselves and to receive any unprohibited article 
of diet, or any greater indulgence in bedding, linen, or other 
necessaries, at hours to be regulated by the visiting justices ; but 
the same must be previbnsly examined, to ascertain that such ar- 
ticles are not in a.fdfuror impure state, or improper for admission. 

IV. 

Soldiers, committed in execution of the sentence of cou^a 
inartialt ahi^l bk treated aa other convicted prisoners. 



PRISONERS UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH. 

I. 

CoNCEBNiNO criminals, convicted of ** the horrid crime of 
wilful murder," it is enacted by the 25 Geo. 2, cap. 37, sects. 
and 8, " that, from and after such conviction and judgment given 
thereupon, the gaoler or keeper, to whom such criminal shall be 
delivered for safe custody, shall confine such prisoner to some 
cell, or other proper and safe place within the prison, separata 
and apart from the other prisoners, and that no person or person^ 
whatsover, except the gaoler or keeper, or his servants, shall 
have access to any such prisoner, without licence being first ob- 
tained for that purpose, under the hand of such judge or jnt- 
tice, before whom such offender shall have been tried, or under 
the hand of the sheriff, his deputy, or under sheriff; and after 
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sentence passed, as aforesaid, and until the execution thereof, 
such offender shall be fed with bread and water only, and with no 
other food or liquor whatsoever ; except in case of receiving the 
sacrament of the Lord's Supper, and except in case of any vio- 
lent sickness or wound, in which case, some known physician, 
surgeon, or apothecary^ may be admitted by the gaoler or keeper 
of the said prison, to administer necessaries ; the christian and 
surname of such physician, surgeon, or apothecary, and his place 
of abode being first entered in the books of such prison or gaol, 
there to remain : and in case such gaoler or prison keeper shall 
offend against, or neglect to put in execution any of the direc- 
tions or regulations, hexebj enacted to be observed, such gaoler 
or prison keeper shall, for such offence, forfeit hfs office, and be 

'm 

fined in the sum of twenty pounds, and suffer imprisonment until 

the same be paid/' 

11. 

Prisoners, condemned to suffer death for any other offence, 
shall remain in the condemned cells, until the sentence is exe- 
cuted, or commuted ; their friends shall have access to them, at 
all seasonable times : their diet shall be the prison allowance only : 
and they shall be allowed to walk a short time every day, in the 
yard attached to their cells. 



PENITENTIARY HOUSE. 

Vide the following Acts of Parliament: — 

19 Geo. 8, Cap. 74, Sects. 28, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38^ 

89, 40, 43, 44, 46, 47, 49, 66, 57. 
31 Geo. 3, Cap. 46, Sects. 2, 3, 4, 7, 14. 

I. 

The term of imprisonment of each prisoner in the penitentiary 
house shall be divided into t)iree equal parts, whence three 
classes will arise. 



is PENITENTIARY PRISONERS. 

II. 

The confinement and labor of those in the first period of their 

# 

confinement shall be most strict and severe ; of those in the 

second more moderate^ and of those in the last period more 

relaxed* 

III. 

The time of removal from the first to the second, and from the 
second to the third class, may, either in cases of extraordbary 
good behaviour, or the reverse, be hastened or retarded by the 
visiting justices ; regard being always had not to defeat the gene- 
ral ends and objects of these regulations : and in case of gross or 
repeated instances of misconduct, the visiting justices shall have 
power to remove a prisoner from the third to the second, or from 
the second to the first class ; and, upon amendment of conduct, 
may restore such prisoner to the class to which he or she belonged. 

IV. 
The keeper shall employ the prisoners in si^ch works, as shall 
appear best sifited to their sex, age, strength, ability, apd usual 
habits, every day in the year, except Sundays, Christmas Day, 
and Good Friday ; and, if such employment requires previous 
instruction, proper persons shall be procured to give the same, 
by order of the visiting justices. 

V, 

The prisoners shall be entitled to such proportion of their 

earnings * as the visiting justices may consider sufiicient to operate 

as an encouragement to industry: a part to be paid to tbte 

during confinement, and the remainder on their discharge ; bat 

if the conduct of a prisoner be irregular, the visiting justices 

shall have it in their power to withhold the payment of hu or bcr 

earnings, during confinement, or until such time as they shall 

have reason to be satisfied with such prisoners return to good 

conduct. 

VI. 

The prisoners of each class shall be clothed in coarse onifiMip 

* Vide Appendix ^.), p. 39. 
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ftppafely to fiicilitate discovery^ in cases of escape, and to dis* 
tiDguish the classes ; their own clothes being restored at their 
discfaargCy unless in a foul and impure state, in which case, they 
ahall be supplied with plain coarse clothing. 

VII. 

Ko person shall have access to a prisoner in healthy while in 
tlie penitentiary house, except the sheriff, the visiting or othex> 
justices of the county, with such persons as they may think fit to 
bring with them, the chaplain, surgeon, and other officers and 
servants of the prbon, unless under a special order in writing 
from a justice, to be noted in the keeper's journal: but 
in case of illness, and removal to the hospital, the friends of 
such sick prisoner may be admitted, by leave of the keeper, at 
his discretion, who will note the same in his journal. 

VIII. 

The visiting justices shall have power to report any extraor- 
dinary merit or diligence in any convict, either to the judge, 
who tried him or her, or to the judges of the next assize, and to 
recommend such convict as a fit object of his Majesty's mercy. 

IX. 

Such convicts as have been obedient, industrious, and orderly, 
shall, on their discharge, receive a certificate of good behaviour, 
signed by a visiting justice and such sum of money, as the 
visiting justices shall deem necessary, for subsistence to their 
place of legal settlement or usual abode, but in no case less than 
five shillings ; and if any such convict shall, after his or her dis- 
charge, enter into the service of any respectable and substantial 
housekeeper, and serve therein faithfully for the space of one 
year, and shall produce a certificate to that effect from his or her 
said master or mistress, (witnessed by the minister of the parish* 
testifying that he believes the contents of such certificate to be 
true,) the visiting justices may direct any sum, not exceeding 
three pounds, to be paid to such applicant, as they in their db< 
cretion shall think fit. 
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IL 

All prisotiers in the house of correction shall be cbthed in uni* 
form coarse clothing, unless otherwise directed by the ^ting' 
justices. 

III. 

• 

The friends of the prisoners in the house of correction shall 
be admitted, under the order of any justice for the countyi to 
▼isit them, between the hours of twelve and two, in the visiting 
rooms, except on Sunday, Christmas Day, and Good Friday. 



FEMALE PRISONERS. 

I. 

The rules for the classification and distinction of labour* 

among male {irisoners shall be applied, as far as the case will 

allow, to female prisoners, who shall be employed in washing, 

needlework, and other female occupations, under the direction of 

the matron. 

11. 

No officer of the prison, or any other person, shall enter the 
cell of any female prisoner, under solitary confinement, but in 
the presence of the matron ; or her female assistant, in the event 
of the matron being necessarily absent. 



S3 

GENERAL REGULATIONS. 



I. 

If any prisoner not a debtor shall refuse to obey the orders of 
the keeper, or other officer of the prison, in the execution of his 
or her duty, or the rules for the government of the prison, or shall 
strike, threaten, or forcibly resist the keeper, or other officer, or 
shall be guilty of profane cursing, swearing, or of disrespectful 
behaviour to the chaplain, or of irreverent conduct at chapel, or 
shall use abusive words to, assault, quarrel with, game with, or de- 
fraud a fellow prisoner, or shall attempt to escape, or shall wilfully 
spoil, damage, or destroy any goods committed to him or her to 
manufacture, or the bedding, clothes, or utensils of the prison, 
such prisoner shall be punished by confinement in one of the soli- 
tary cells, for any time not exceeding three days, at the discretion 
of the keeper, who shall note the same in his journal ; and if on 
investigation a visiting justice shall consider the offence to require 
it, he shall have power to continue such punishment for any time 
not exceeding one month, noting the circumstances of the case 
and his order thereon, in the visiting justices' book. 

li. 

The cells shall be unlocked at six o'clock in the morning, from 

the 1st of April to the 30th of September, and at sun-rise during 

the remainder of the year. 

III. 

The prisoners shall be locked in their cells at such times 9s the 

visiting justices may deem expedient. 

IV. 

No prisoner of any description shall, on any account whatever, 

be confined in any apartment under ground. (Vide Act, 24 Geo. 3, 

cap. 54. s. 4.) 

V. 

Prisoners of every description, who are entitled to the 

prison allowance, shall be fed according to such * dietaries, as the 

* Vide Appendix (C); p. 41. 
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court of quMter session shall, from time to time> direct for the 

several classes. 

VI. 

No spirituous liquors shall, upon any pretence whatever, ex- 
cepting by order of the surgeon, be brought into any part of the 
gaol| penitentiary, or house of correction : and all persons detected 
in bringing in spirituous liquors, shall be punished as the law 
directs, and the prohibitory clauses (17th, 181(1, and 19th) in the 
act of 24 Geo. 2, chap. 40, relative to the sale of all wine or 
other strong liquors, and in the act of 14 Geo. 3. chap. 50^ res- 
pecting the health of the prisoners, shall be painted on a board 
and hung up in a conspicuous part of the prison. 

VII. 

Neither cards or dice shall be allowed to be introduced within 
any part of the prison ; nor any species of gambling. 

VIII. 

The tools or implements for labour shall be furnished, and 
an inventory be kept by the keeper or taskmaster, the pr^ 
soners set to work according to their several occupationt* aad 
in their different places of employment. No prisoner shall be 
allowed to retain in his possession any tools or working imple- 
ments that may be applicable to an improper purpose; but all 
such tools and implements shall be delivered up to the keeper, or 
taskmaster, after the day's labour ; and if belonging to the prison- 
ers, returned to them at the time of their discharge from prison. 

IX. 

No dogs, poultry, pigeons, pigs, or rabbits, shall be admitted, 

or kept within the prison. 

X. 

The walls and ceilings of the wards, cells, rooms, and ptasagei 
used by the prisouers, throyghout the prison,> shall be scraped, 
washed, and lime whited, twice in the year, which work aiiall be 
done by the prisoners, except on any particular emergency* 
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XI. 

Every morning the day-rooms, work-rooms, passages and ctXiv 
shall be swept : the pans emptied, the dirt and ashes, and all filth 
and rubbish collected in the yards, or any part of the wards, re- 
moved to the place appropriated for the same. The day-^rooms, 
work-rooms, passages, and sleeping cells, shall be washed once a 
week, or ofteoer, if requisite. The doors of all the sleeping cells, 
and also the- wHidotrSycasements, and shutten, when the weather 
will permit,' shall be kept open ; and the windows cleaned once a 

month. 

XII. 

The bedding 'of the prison shall be hung uptoair,'whenef«r thei 

keeper shall require it. The straw in the mattresses shall 

be changed as often as the keeper or surgeon may think 

proper: but in no case is it to be allowed to continue in use 

beyond two months. The blankets and coverlets to be washed 

every three months, and in ail cases clean bedding to be provided 

for every new prisoner. 

^ XIIL 

The wearing apparel of every prisoner^ upon entering the gaol, 

AM be fumigated and purified, if required^ by being baked in 

an oven; when the clothes shall be returned to him^ if the visiting 

justices see no objection. 

XIV. 

Convenient phices to wash shall be provided in each ward for 

the prboners, who shall be allowed an adequate allowance of 

soap and towels% 

XV. 

Every pnsoner, seized with any disorder, shall be forthwith 
removed to the infirmary, and, in case of any putrid or infectious 
disorder, to the fever ward therein. The cell, from which he or. 
she was taken, shall be immediately cleansed, fumigated, and 

white-washed. 

XVI. 

Upon the occasion of the death of a prisoner, notice thereof 
is to be given to one of the visiting justices, and also immediate 
information to the coroner of the district in which the ^hikkv mvj 
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be situated, for the purpose of an inquest being held on th€ dead 

body. 

XVII. 

Weights and measures shall be provided by the keeper, at the 
jeipense of the county, open to the use of any prisoner. 

XVIIL, 

All casual benefactions/ of provisions, broken victuals, or fuel, 
sent to the prison for the benefit of the debtors, shall be' dis- 
tributed by the keeper in the manner he may see fit, anda» 
8001I as he conveniently can after they have been received ; but 
•11 other charities in articles not liable to perish from keeping, and 
all donations or bequests in money, shall be reserved by the 
keeper to be distributed under the direction of the visiting 
justices^ excepting such as may have been specifically appro- 
firiated by the donors, and which, if not contrary to the rules of 
the fHrison, shall be applied as directed. 

XIX. 

The day-rooms shall be provided with proper seats ; every cell 

tad lodging room shall be furnished with a bedstead ; and each 

prisoner shall be allowed a straw mattress, two blankets^ a ru§^ 

and coarse sheet. 

XX. 

Each prisoner, except debtors in rooms of superior accommo- 
dation, shall sleep in a separate cell : but, if the crowded state 
of the prisons should render this impracticable, the keeper shall 
never place less than three prisoners in one sleeping cell» and shall 
rather use the day-rooms for sleeping* rooms. 

XXI. 

Such allowance of fuel shall be ordered by the visiting justices 
for the different wards, as experience shall prove to be requisite. 

XXII. 

Clean shurts and shifts shall be allowed to prisoners, once a 
treek, and clean sheets once a month. 
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XXIII. 

A coal tub, mopy broom, soil pail, and water bucket, shall be 
kept in each court, under the care of the wardsman. 

XXIV. 

■Hie hours of beginning and of leaving work, of meals, and of 
return to labour, shall be notified by the ringing of a bell fixed in 
a proper situation for the purpose. 

XXV. 

A warning" bell shall be rung every morning, half an hour be- 
fore the cells are unlocked, and every prisoner shall be required 
to leave his or her cell, as soon as it shall be unlocked. 

XXVI. 

« 

No garnish, ward-money, fire-money, shall be exacted, or de- 

inand of that description made, by the turnkeys, wardsmen, or 

prisoners. 

XXVIL 

32 Geo. 3, cap. 45, sect. 4. — " Any of His Majesty's judges 
at the assizes, and the justices at the general or quarter sessions, 
or any justice of the peace is, and are hereby empowered to 
ordier, whenever he or they shall think proper, any convict, upon 
his discharge from prison, to be conveyed by pass under hand and 
seal, in manner and form directed by the aforesaid act (17 Geo. 2, 
cap. 5), and according to the provisions therein contained : and 
the judge, justices or justice aforesaid, is, or are also em- 
powered to convey by pass any person, who shall be acquitted at 
the assizes, or general or quarter sessions, or discharged by pro- 
clamation, or otherwise, who shall of himself or herself^ or by 
any other person in his or her behalf, apply to the court, whereat 
he or she has been acquitted or discharged, or to any justice of 
the peace, to be conveyed as aforesaid, and the judge, justices, 
or justice aforesaid, shall certify in such pass, that the person so 
conveyed was discharged from prison, or a person acquitted or 
otherwise discharged at the assizes or sessions, as the case may 
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be, and such convict or person acquitted or discharged shall pay 
no fee whatever for such pass/' 

XXVIII. 

Acquitted prisoners shall be discharged immediately on the de- 
cision of the court, if morning, or kept until the following morn- 
ing, at the option of the prisoner ; but no prisoner shall be dis- 
charged, if labouring under any acute or dangerous distemper, 
nor until, m the opinion of the surgeon, such discharge be safe, 
unless such prisoner shall require to be discharged. 

XXIX. 

If any prisoner, after hb discharge, should be able to get into 
the service of a , reputable merchant, manufacturer, tradesman, 
husbandman, master of a ship, or other creditable person, being 
» housekeeper, and if at the end of one year such master or mis- 
tress should give such offender a certificate, setting forth that 
such offender has served him or her soberly and honestly during 
that year, and that he or she were content with the offender's ser- 
vice, the visiting justices shall be authorized to allow such sum 
as a reward for such good conduct as may be allowed for this pur- 
pose by the quarter sessions ; the certificate must be witnessed -by 
the minister of the parish where such master or mistress may re- 
side, who should testify to the credit of such master or mistress. 

XXX. 

Extracts of such parts of these regulations, as relate to the 

several classes of prisoners, shall be printed and hung up in their 

respective day-rooms. 

XXXI. 

The rules of the prison as well as the orders of the magistrates 
sliaU be printed at the expense of the county, and a copy delivered 
to each of the justices of the peace, the sheriff, under sheriff, the 
keeper, chaplain, surgeon of the gaol and house of correction. 
They shall be published and sold for the information .of all persons 
whom they may concern. The clerk of the peace shall not dis- 
tribute any copies beyond those above authoriied but for sale. 



APPENDIX 



? 



(A.) 

Tub introduction of lalM>iir into prisons shonld be reganM prUici* 
pally with reference to the moral benefits, and not merely to ^e prints, 
to be derived from it. If the employment should be unprodnctiYe of 
pecauiary profit, still the gain to the county will eventually prove con- 
siderable, from the reformation, and consequently the reduced numbev, 
of ofiendem. In this point of view, labour should be carried on in a 
prison, even at a loss, rather than there should be no employment; 
and an allowance should be made to the prisoner, sufficient to eniiire 
the continuance of his Industrious exertions. 

Preference should be given to those trades, the knowledge of which 
may enable the prisoners to earn their subsistence, on their discharge 
from prison. 

As an encouragement to industry, the prisoners shonld invariably be 
allowed a pro|>ortion of their earnings ; but such proportion shonld not 
be 80 large as to counteract the dread of imprisonment, nor so small as 
to afford no stimulus to habitual exertion. It should not amount to 
lets than one shilling, or exceed four shillings per week. Of the sum 
tes allotted, it is proper that one half should be given to the prisoners 
weekly, and the remainder hp placed in a Saving*s Bank, to be paid to 
Ihem on their discharge* 



40 APPENDIX. 

(B.) 

The following employments may be carried on in prisons, under 
proper regulations ; (some of which have been successfully introduced 
into gaols,*) viz. 

Grinding flour, malt, &c. by the discipline-mill (see DescriptioDy p* 58.) 

Raising water by the pimip-mill, (see Description, p. 58.) 

Weaving sundry articles for prisoner's clothing. 

Weaving rugs, bed-sacking, and carpetting. 

Tailor; shoe-maker; doinb-makcr; button-maker; pin and needle 
maker. 

Joiner; cabinet-maker; chair-maker; cooper; sieve and measare 
maker; brush maker; broom maker; basket maker; spinning-wheel 
maker; patten and last maker; hat-block maker. 

Pasteboard maker; book-binder; letter-press printer; eograferi 
pencil maker. 

Clock and watch maker. 

Watch case maker, and gilder. 

Grinding and polishing glasses, for watch makers and opticians. 

Spectacle maker ; mathematical instrument maker. 

Glass bead maker ; toy maker ; carver and turner of wood, ivory, and 
brass. 

Nail makor; tin plate worker, and japauncr. 

Leather trunk and case maker ; bellows maker ; whip maker. 

The preparation and dressing of flax. 

Dressing hemp, hair and wool. 

Making rope mats and fishing nets. 

Grinding and pounding plaister, lime, stone, shells, glass, &c. for 
cement. 

Cutting wood and stone, and polishing marble; cutting corks and pegs. 

* The whole process of converting wool into cloth, is carried on at II- 
chester gaol. All the prboners are clothed in a dress, every article of which 
they manufacture ; viz. worsted caps, dowlas shirts, jackets, waistcoats, 
breeches, stockings, and shoes ; also beds, mattresses, sheets, linen. Sec, for 
the general use of the prison. The females are employed in making all the 
prisoner's dresses, and in washing the weekly changes of linen, bedding, &c. 
A considerable part of the gaol was built' entirely by prisoners, and fur- 
nished employment to them as masons, bricklayers, carpenters, and painteiSt 

In the county gaol at Worcester the whole of the clothmg of the prisoners, 
shoes, bedding, &c, is manufactured. 
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(D.) 

The classification must be rej^lated bj the number and description of 
the prisoners, and the extent and capacity of the gaol. The act 
94 Geo. 3, cap, 54, tec. 4, directs that the justices of the peace ** shall 
provide separate and distinct places of confinement, and dry and airy 
cells, in which the several prisoners of the following descriptions respec- 
tively may be confined, as well by day as by nv^Xvi ; uam<*ly : prisoners 
conyicted of felony; prisoners committed on charge or suspicion of 
lelony; prisoners committed for, or adjudged to be guilty of misde* 
meanors only; and debtors; the males of each class to be separated 
from the femsdes ; and a separate place of confinement to be provided 
for such prisoners as are intended to be examined as witnesses, on 
behalf of any prosecution of any indictment for felony; and also separate 
infirmaries, or sick wards, for the men and the women/' Experience 
has, however, proved the beneficial eflects of a more extended system 
of classification than that for which the act provides. 

The following is the classification of the prisoners at Maidone : 

COMMON GAOL. 

1. Male prisoners committed for trial for capital felonies. 

2. Do. not capital. 

d. Do. for misdemeanors* 

4. Boys finr trial. 

6. Prisoners under sentence of death. 

6. Do. convicted of misdemeanors. 

7. Deserters. 

8. Evidences for the Crown. 

9. Prisoners for unnatural offences. 

10. Master debtors. 

11. Do. 

12. Common do. 

13. Female prisoners for trial. 

14. Do. convicted of misdemeanors. 

15. Do. milder sentence of death. 

16. Female debtors. 

PENlTiNTIARY. 

17. Males 1st Class, 
la Do. 2iid. 
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19. Males drd. Class. 

20. Females. 

HOUSE OF CORRECTION. 

21. Servants in husbandry. 

22. Apprentices. 

23. QffeHders against ilie Game Laws. 

24. Male vagrants. 

25. Female Tagrants. 

26. Other Bridewell females. 



(E.) 

A gaol should be to an unconvicted prisoner a place of confinement, 
"not of panishmcnt, and it is therefore inconsistent to deprive persons, 
thus circumstanced, of the privilege of purchasing such articles of com- 
fort, to a reasonable extent, as are not prohibited by tlie rules of the 
prison. Prisoners who labour, and enjoy an immediate proportion of 
their earnings, should have the means afforded them of expending the 
same in a suitable manner. No turnkey, or other officer of the prison, 
should be allowed to share in the profits arising from the sale of articles 
purchased by the prisoners. It is also improper that tradesmen, not re- 
pognized by the visiting justices, should have intercourse with the pri- 
poners on these occasions ; and a suttler's shop, in a prison, being liable 
to much abuse, should as much as possible be avoided. It is therefore 
■recommended, that the clerk of the prison, or some other person, ap- 
pointed for the purpose by the visiting justices, should go round the 
pnaon, twice a week, and write down those articles which the prisonerif 
may wish to purchase. This list is to be submitted to the keeper, who 
Mrill strike out such articles as he may deem improper. The keeper is 
tben to order the remaining articles of tradesmen to be nominated by 
the visiting justices, and the prisoners are to receive them at tiie cost 
price, aiid may satisfy themselves of the quantity by the scales, weights, 
and measures, which are ordered to be placed in the prison for this 
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PLANS OF PRISONS. 



The following plans will be found to possess some distinct and 
pecaliar advantages, both with respect to the general management of a 
prison, and the mural discipline to which its inmates may be sabjected. 
The grand requisites which a good piison ought to pDssess, are 
the means of security, inspection, classification, constant employment^ 
religious and moral instruction, allowance of food and clothing, space 
for exercise and salubrity, separation and attendance on the sick. 
These desirable objects have been fully considered in the preceding 
rules, and the accompanying remarks will be applicable to such points 
as have an immediate reference to the plans under notice. 

It has been made a primary object in those designs, to obtain a suffi- 
cient degree of classification, combined with the most eJOTectna! and 
constant separation of the classes ; at the same time to provide, that iiie 
power of constant inspection should be placed, as much as possible, 
within the reach of the keeper. Tlie power of continued inspection, IQ 
Taluable a feature in the moral mechanism of a prison, should be 
exercised to the greatest extent, not only upon the prisoners, bat npoB 
the inferior officers and taskmasters, whilst on duty in their respectire 
stations ; and this object will appear of the highest importance, wken 
it is considered how mnch inflnence their conduct and example mmi 
have on the moral character of those over whom they are placed fitm 
day to day. 
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DESCRIPTION OF A DESIGN FOR A COUNTf GAOl FOE 
FOUR HUNDRED PRISONERS, PRESENTED BT OEOROE 
AINSLIEy ESQ. TO THE SOCIETY FOR THE IMPROVEMENT 
. OF PRISON DISCIPLINE, &C, 



*rhe entrance gate is between the porters lodges ; a carriage way, 
railed off from the garden, leads to the receiving rooms, one for males^ 
the other for females ; each room has a part partitioned off for the 
prisoners undeogoiDg the necessary ablution, ck>thing, &c. one, two, or 
more at a time ; adjoining these rooms are the clerks offices ; next them 
are places for the prisoners to receive their visitors, with an intermediate 
space, having iron railing on each side, for the keeper, when considered 
necessaiy ; lighted by skylights a passage conducts to the centre 
building, round which is also a passage suuk about a foot, and the - 
bailding being raised about two feet above the level, prevents those 
passing from seeing in at the windows ; a cast iron skreen on the other 
aide intercepts the view of the airing grounds ; the skreen having an 
opening in it, opposite each radiating wall, the prisoners may be con- 
ducted through a gate in the inner railing into their respective depart- 
ments, without mixing with any of another. 

The centre building is occupied chiefly by the governor's apartments 
on the first floor ; by the chaplain's on the second ; the chapel at the top ; 
on the ground floor are the prison kitchens, store rooms, surgeon's and 
porter's, or attendants rooms, with a stove room for heating the apart- 
ments; a general circular staircase in the centre, up the inside of 
irhich provisions or other articles may be drawn by a line and pulley to 
save labour. The building has inspectional galleries surrounding it, 
with steps or stages to the prisoners apartments ; to each of the stages 
on the first floor a step-ladder is attached from the ground, giving the 
governor ready means of inspecting, without being seen by the pri- 
soners, the four working-rooms of each of the radiating buildings, or of 
entering them ; the method of inspecting is through a small loop hole, 
bevelled off on the inside, over which hole may be placed, when neces- 
sary, a flat piece of wood or iron, hung on a pivot, and moved on one 
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tide for the purpose of inspectini:, which when left to itself vriU flill 
nttarally to its place, and prevent any view from the other side; eveiy 
part of the airing grounds may be inspected from the galleries and 
windows.* 

The six radiating buildings are detached, and contain each of them, 
five tier i the ground and first floor working-rooms, staircases, privies^ 
and washing places, are divided by a wall through the centre, bo that 
there may be four distinct cstablisliments in one building,, requiring 
only one snperintendant : as there are but two airing grounds to each 
building, it will bn ncccss/iry for the classes in the upper floor to exer-* 
cise at different times from those in the luwer, aud as that will most pnn. 
bably be at stated periods, it will be very ea^y for the supcrintendant to 
see tliat all the prisoners are in the lower room, and to fasten the doors 
of the passages during the time the upper classes are coming down 
stairs, which will not occupy many minutes, and when exercising, to 
keep the outer doors shut so as to prevent any communication between 
the two classes ; the passages are on each side of the siipcrintondants or 
inspectors rotmis, two in numlier, the lower one of which is raised above 
the level of the ground floor; by the help of a few steps, and a trap 
door in the upper room, he has the power of inspecting all the four 
woriiing-rooms nearly at the same time ; he can also inspect the stair- 
cases, as these rooms are situated between them and tlic working-rooms ; 
the passages are covered, and they arc lighted by the same windows as 
those by which the rooms are, and the prisoners ])ass to and fro without 
being able to see into them ; the water closets and places for washing 
are at tlic extremity, and a gate at the head and foot of the stairs cots 
off all communication between the classes, and keeps them quite dis- 
tinct during the working hours. The staircases unite on tlie second 
floor, and fVom thence tliere is but one to the top ; the separation of the 
elassos may still be kept up at bed time, by means of a sliding door, 
not allowing any of one class to pass tlie door of anotlier ; each prisoner 
has a separate cell, in number 402 ; tlie cell doors are to be close, and 
are not opposite to each otlicr, to pretent the possibility of the prisonen 
conversing across the passages ; a strong grated iron door at the extie- 

* If the inspection into the work-rooms should not be considered soil* 
eiently perfect from the governor's gallery, windows may be opened in each 
of the central apartments, opposite to the several work-rooms^ and the 
openings of the hitter be mnch cnlarged| so as to be seen into from end (o 
enct 
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9iity Adda preatiy to tba wcurity. There renMiU'ftt'tii^ ead'oflMMdr 
building, three rooms, making eighteen; if only twelve art wanted foil 
the attendants sleeping in, tliose on the seeond and third fl^MirimayiMi 
so used by them ; ^d it is not improbable that six oat of the aggregatft 
of prisoners might be advantageously employcdw^tanly in the upper 
ones; a part might be partitioned off to sleep- in, and'lheyaniglit<be- 
changed as often as their conduct merited ; iheace ai« two black hcdoi 
at the top of the staircases in each, making in all twelve. Shower 
baths are placed on the landings of the three upper staircases ; and the 
form of the buildings does not place any impediment in the way of tiM 
advantages that might be derived from reflecting miirors, or skreens^ 
&c. that might be adopted for still more prompt and secret inspections 

The form of the buildings, the means of inspection, and/of classifiean 
tion, with the formidable obstrnctions to escape, ensure ample meanat>f 
Tentilation, subordination, ceconomy, and security. 

The infirmaries are detached buildings, one for the'inales on the left 
side of the entrance, the other for the females on the right side. The 
one on the left has a ward with twelve sleeping places, a water closely 
and washing places, and the nurses sleeping rooms on the first flk)oiv 
On the ground floor, the nui*se has a room under the bed-room, from 
both of which there are complete views of the airing ground ; there is a 
room for the convalescents, and a store-room ; also a tool house for 
garden implements, &c. which has no communication with the infiiv 
mary, and two privies. 

On the right are the bake-house, wash-house, laundry, and store* 
rooms above, with a drying yard. The female infirmary joins, and is 
separated by a wall ; it consists on the first floor of a ward with seven 
sleeping places, a water closet, Mashing place, and nurses sleeping 
room. On tlie ground floor, a room similar to the one above for the 
nurse, having a view of the airing grounds, a convalescents room^store«- 
room, and privy. 

If the wards in either, or both of the infirmaries are considered not 
sufficiently capacious, another floor may be added. 

The prison and centre buildings stand upon arches raised abouttwo 
feet above the surface; the prisoners when exercising cannot easily see 
into the rooms. At the extremity of the airing grounds is a strong iron 
railing, and cheveaux de frise, beyond which is the garden ; tlie whole 
surrounded by . a strong wall, which with its enclosures, occupy three 
acres and three-quarters of ground. 

The flues are not shown in the prisoners da3'-rooms, as the situation 
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tide for the purpose of inspectini:, which when left to itself will iUl 
nttarally to its place, and prevent any view from the othbr side ; every 
part of the airing g^roundii may be inspected from tlie galleries and 
windows.* 

The six radiating buildings are detached, and contain each of them, 
five tier I the ground and fimt floor working-rooms, staircases, privies^ 
and washing places, are divided by a wall through tlie centre, so that 
there may be four distinct cstablislnnentH in (uie building, requiring 
only one supcrintcndant : as llicro arv but hvo airing grounds to cacli 
building, it will bo necessary for the <*IaHsrs in the upper floor to excr^ 
cise at different times from those in the lower, and as that will most pro*, 
bably be at stated periods, it will i»e vrry vany for the su|>erinteudant to 
see tliat all the prisoners are in the lower room, anti to fasten the doon 
of the passages during the time the u(r|N)r clusses are coming down 
stairs, which ■ will not occupy many minutes, and when exercising, to 
keep tiie outer doors shnt s<» as to prevent any rommunicntion between 
the two classes ; tlie passages are ou eneh side of the siiperintondants or 
inspectors rotmis, two in numiier, the h>w<^r one of whi(^h is raised above 
the level of the ground floor; by the help of a few steps, and a trap 
door in the upper room, he has the power of inspecting all tlie four 
woriiing-rooms nearly at the same time ; he can also inspect the stair- 
cases, as these rooms are situattid between thi^ni and tlie working-rooms ; 
the passages are covered, and they are lighted by the same windows as 
those liy which the rooms are, and the prisoners pass to and fro withoat 
being able to see int(» them ; the water closets and places for washing 
are at tlie extremity, and a gate at the head and foot of the stairs outs 
otr all communication lietween the classes, and keeps tln^m quite dis- 
tinct during the working hours. The staircases unite on tlie second 
floor, and tVom tlience tliero is but one to the to]:> ; the separation of the 
elassos may still be kept up at bed time, by means of a sliding door, 
not allowing any of one class to pass the door of another ; each prisoner 
has a separate cell, in number 402 ; the cell doors are to be close, and 
are not opposite to each otlier, to pretent the possibility of the prisoners 
ooDversing across the passages; a strong grated iron door at the extn- 

* If the inspection into the work-rooms should not be considered saflU 
eiently perfect from the governor's gallery, windows may be opoiied in tadi 
of the central apartments, opposite to the several work-rooms, and the 
openings of the hitter be mnch cnlargcd| so itt to be seen into from end (o 
enct 
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would depend apon the kind of stoves adopted for heating fhem, and 
fire places mighty if required, be placed in any of the apartments in 
centre building, although the stoves iiould be quite adequate to the 
heating of them all. A water engine might be placed, if necessaiy, at 
the extremity of one of the radiating buildings, most conveniently 
ntoaled for that purpose, or furciug pumps in the washing places, for 
supplying the upper tanks. 

References to the Plan, 

a — Entrance and porters lodges^ 
b— Receiviug rooms. 
c — Clerks offices. 

d — Places for prisoners to receive visitors. 
e — Passage. 

f— Passage round centre building, 
g — Store-room, 
li— Water closet. 
i — ^Attendant's room. 
k — Surgeon's room. 
1 — Store-rooms. 
m — Kitchens. 
n — Staircase, 
o— Day working-rooms, 
p— Supcrintendaut's rooms. 
q — Staircases. 
r — Washing places, 
i— Water closets. 
t — Passages. 

n— Airing grounds with partition walls, 
w — Inner railiug. 
X — Outer railing. 
y — Garden ground. 
1 — Male infirmary and yard. 
2 — Nurse's room. 
3 — Convalescents' room. 
4 — Store-room. 

6 — Privies, with water closet, &c. above. 
6— Tool house ; and the ticked lines show the situation of the beds in 

the ward above. 
7— Drying yard. 
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The annexed plans were dciiigncd for prisons in tbo nor^ of England 
and in Scoifand, in compliance with recent communiealibns from the 
local authorities to The Society for the Improvement of Prison Difici- 
plinc, &c, Tlie plans are published with a view to furnish somo general 
ideas for buildings which may be required of similar capacities; and 
to assist in promoting the great object of the Society's labours — the 
introduction of an improved and eflcciive system of prison discipline, 
tliroughout the gaols of the United Kingdom. O. T. B. 

Aavember, 1819. 



In the plan, Plate L the day and wrork-rooms of each clasf of pri- 
soners will be placed under the close and perfect inspection of the 
keeper, or other superior ofTicc^s, from the apartments of the centre 
building, as well as from tlie gallery outside of ditto, from which fhe 
whole body of prisoners will be Immediately seen, either during tbe 
hours of lalMHir, of exercise, of nicnls, or of instruclion ; while an imme- 
diate communication is afforded with each part of their buildings, in 
case Of discovering irregularities or dist>rder1y conduct. The several 
airing yards arc under direct inspection from the gallery and keeper's 
house ; from which the persons of the prisoners may be identified at the 
limits of the airing yards. The passages to the sleeping cells may be 
inspected, at night, from the centre building, by placing a lamp at the 
end of each passage; and the sleephig rooms of the turnkeys, or super- 
intendants, being contiguous to the staircases, will be an additional 
check on the prisoners. In chapel, the prisoners will be under tlie im- 
ni<;diatu care of the turnkeys, stationed in the com)mrtments of the 
rcKpe(;tivo (^lass<:s ; the keeper's pew being elevated, he will see every 
prist^ner before him, and the whole will be under the view of the 
chaplain ; at the same time, tlie prisoners of one class are to be pre- 
vented seeing tliose of the other classes, by the intervening partitions^ 

The whole number of prisoners, 120, is to be divided into twenty 
classes,* and such is the arrangement of the buildings, that a constant 
separation of IheMC (;lasses can be preserved, whilst all them are going 
through the* same reguhir course of discipline, without interruption or 

* The nuliire of the cIuhsch will he regulated by the number and descrip- 
tion of the ptisoucrs committed to the gaol. 
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iDterforence with each other. To each class is allotted a distinct and 
appropriate estahlishment, viz. a separate work-room ; a day and meal 
room, to be used as a school-room in the evenin«c : a spacioas airing 
yard; washing-room, shower hath, and pri^'y; staircase to each ward, 
and a separate sleeping cell for each individnat ; (the latter being abso- 
lutely essential to the health and moral welfare of the prisoners;) also 
solitary cells, for the punishment of the refractor}' of each class ; and 
separate galleries, leading to tlie different compartments of the chape]. 

Having noticed the ample moans which the plan affords of constant 
inspection and classification, it appears hardly necessary to point out 
the degree of security to be attained in consequence ; and upon which 
greater dependance is to be placed, Uian upon thick and lofty walls, or in 
the use of Irons and bodily punishments. However, necessary precau- 
tions against attempts to escape, have not been overlooked; a boundary 
wall will enclose the entire prison and grounds, and with an intermediate 
iron palisade and wall bounding each airing yard, present a barrier 
sufficiently formidable. A ready communication is likewise to be kept 
up, between the officers or domestics, and the keeper, by means of an 
alarm bell from each ward-building, and yard. 

It is presumed that much convenience will arise from the chief offices 
of the gaol, with the entrances to the several wards, &c. being placed in 
the central position ; as the daily provisions, materials, workmanship, Sec. 
may, in consequence, be distributed to, or removed from the apartments 
of the different classes, with considerable order and facility ; the pri- 
soners may also be brought in, or removed from one class, uuobscr>'ed 
by the otliers. Strangers who visit the gaol may likewise, without in- 
terruption, be shewn from the central building, the whole body of 
prisoners at their respective occupations of labour; undergoing the 
punishments to which they had been doomed by their ofTtnces; the 
strict discipline and restrauits of which, aided by constant instruction, it 
is considered will be the great instruments, under Providence, of pro- 
moting their moral recovery and restoration to society. 

The detached and salubrious arrangement of tlie buildings and yards 
may be mentioned, none of them being so inclosed as to preclude the 
free circulation of air throughout; and in the interior construction, the 
necessary precautions to secure ventilation, and a proper degree of tem- 
perature, in the rooms, cells, and passages, have been considered. The 
buildings are likewise intended to be fire proof in every part. 

a 

The plans contained in Plates III, and IV. will be found to possess 
most of the adyantages herein specified, as to the power of continued 
inspection and constant separation of the classes. 
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by iron palisade g^tes, to be removed or set open during woilung 

hoars, that the prisoners may be inspected from the keeper's house. 
/ — ^Washing rooms for prisoners, with sinks and cisterns; these also form 

passages to the airing yards. 
m — Privies, internal and external; the intemal ditto to have water 

laid on, to cleanse when used<. 
n — Staircases to upper stories. 

Second flpor cf Keeper^i House 

(Not shown in plan,) to comprise the magistrate's or committee room 
in front, two ^ooms for the keeper, and two ditto for the chaplain, 
with passages to prisoner's buildings, as on the story below, and ai^ 
iron gallei;y round the outside ; the inspection from ditto, and from 
the rooms, to be the same as on the story below. 

Second floor ^ of Prisoner's Buildings (No. 2 and 5,) 

« — Prisoner's day and meal-rooms ; size as before. 

p — Ditto work-rooms ; divide from ditto, as ob the stoiy below. 

q — Superintendant or turnkey's rooms; one of these to be used as a 
sleeping room, and the other as a store-room» at night. Thesa rooms 
to be so constructed as to have an inspection of the prisoner's day 
and work-rooms on both storiei, by part of the floor being sunk about 
four feet below the level of the upper floor: (by this means gne 
person may superintend four classes.) The prisoner's day and work*, 
rooms to be warmed by flues or pipes, leading from the fireplaces in 
inspection rooms. 

r — Staircases. 

Third story of Centre Building. 

PLATE n. 

The chapel (a) divided into compartments for each class of pri- 
soners, by partitions six feet high, to be fitted up with benches. The 
prisoners to enter from the middle passage of each building, by the 
iron galleries (6.) The keeper and superior officer's pews (c) to hp 
elevated, so that they may see every prisoner in the chapel. 

<^— Pulpit, and communion table under ditto. 

* This is shown on the same plan as the lower story to save an additional 
plate ; and it is hoped will render the whole saflklently intelligible. 
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Third story of Prisoner's Buildings, Plate IL 

Contains tho prisoner's sleeping cells (e e,) each 8 feet by 7 feet, and 
9 feet high ; (twelve in number in each wing, making sixty on this 
story.) 'llie beds, to be formed by a platform, raised 18 inches above 
the floor. 

Fourth stori/ of Prisoner's Buildings 

{Not shown in plan,) to contain the same number of cells as the last 
described, and the plan to be similar in each respect. The cells 
nearest centre building to be used for solitary confinement, with 
thicker walls; to be lighted from passage, and shut off from the 
other cells. A small privy to be placed in each solitary cell. The 
upper story of each building to have a shower bath on the landing, 
with a large cistern over ditto. These, as well as the cisterns below, 
and other parts of the prison, to be supplied with water from well, 
by a pump mill, to be worked by the prisoners. 

All the prisoner's cells, rooms and passages, to be arched with 
brick or stone, and paved ^ith ditto, and fire-proof in every part 

# — ^The ten airing yards to be divided from the other parts, in front and 
rear, with iron railing, abont 15 feet high, and divided from each 
other by a wall tlie same height. The surface to be paved, or 
gravelled, and sloped a little towards the centre building. 

t — The hospital or infirmary, to contain separate ward, airing yard, 
shower bath, and privy, for males and females. The yards and 
entrances will be under inspection from the central building. 

V — Mill-house^ for employment of male prisoners in grinding flour, 
malt, &c. (See description of the mill, page 58.) The bake*house and 
brew-house may also form a part of this building. 

u — General wash-house and laundry^ for etnploymeut of female prisoners. 

w — Depots, for materials and goods manufactured. 

The remainder of tlie ground to be cultivated as a garden, for the 
service of the prison. The whole scite of ground, three acres,* to be 
enclosed with a boundary wall, about 25 feet high above the ground. 

* The boundary of the proposed scite of ground was contracted in the 
plate, to reduce the size of engraving. A plot of three acres will occupy 
about 80 feet more in front and depth, than shown in plan ; which being 
added to the garden^ will give the design a more open and salubrious ap- 
pearance. 
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REFERENCE TO THE PLAN OF A HOUSE OF 
CORRECTION FOR SIXl V PRISONERS * 

PLATE 111. 

a — Porter's rooms and arclicd ontraiico. 
b — Passago of communication roiuid kcepor's house. 
€ — Keeper's House, lia\mf; four rooms <»ii each stor\, with slaircasn in 
tlie centre. The principal iloor to be raised lour trel uhttvo tlio suriacc. 
. T|io middle windows to open on to an iron (;:iI1(tv round the outside, 
which also communicates with the ])risoner's huildiii'^s. Alt the 
apartments of the keeper's house have a close iiispei tion of the day 
aad work-rooms, and tiie airing yards of the prisoners. 

The basement to contain kitchen and scullerv, hnN-ul and store 
rooms. The principal story to contain keeper's oflice and receiving 
room hi front, matron's room, and two ntoms for the keeper. 

The Lower Story of Piiisonek's Uuiluinos to be two feet above 
tlic surface, and to comprise {See No, 1 and 2 <m p/an) 
d — Day and meal-rooms, eaeh 20 feet by 12 feet, to contain eiji^it 

persons. 
© — Work-rooms, each 30 feet by 12 f(iet, separated fr(»m day-rooms by 
iron palisade gates, to be removed or set open during workinii^ hours, 
that tljc prisoners may be seen from the keeper's house. 
f — Washing closets, with sinks and cisterns, 
g — Privies, with water laid on to cleanse when used. 
h — Staircases, 
i— Airing yards, divided in fnmt and re»r b\ iron railing, <about 1.5 feet 

high, and a wall between each the same height. 
k — Infirmary, containing sei)arate ward, airing yard, privy, and shower 
bath^ for males and t em ales. 

* This plan may be enlarged for a greater number of prisoners, not ex- 
ceeding one hundred, by extending the radiating bnilding», or by adding 
another story of cells. 

Cases frequently occur where it may be desirable to add a hou.«e of cor- 
rection to a common gaol, for which purpose this plan is well adapted. 
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)— OHill-hoaie, or brew^ioase and bake-hoiue, for employment of 
prisoners. 

]n--<General wash-house and laundry, for employment Of females. 

II — Dep6ts for materials and goods. 

The upper floor of keeper^ t house to comprise four larf^e rooms, as 
below ; the one in front to be a committee ropm, one for the chaplain, 
and the other two for sleeping rooms. The story OTer this to be a 
thapely divided into compartments of seats, for each class of prisoners, 
"^ho will enter from each wing, by a small iron staircase on the 
outside. 

Upper story of Prisoner* $ Buildings , {See No. 3 and 4.)* 

o— Gallery or passage. 

p— ^Prisoner's sleeping cells, each 8 feet by 6 feet, and 9 feet high ; one 
cell in each wing lo be for solitary confinement, with thicker walls. 
. A shower bath to be fixed on the landing of each staircase, with 
cistern over, supplied by a pump mill, worked by prisoners. - 

The remainder of the ground to be cultivated as a garden; the 
whole enclosed with a boundary wall, about 25 feet high; the scit^ 
of ground within ditto to be one and a half or two acres. 

* This is shown on the same plan as the lower ttoryi to save an additional 
plate. 
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I ^FERENCE TO THE PLAN OF A HOUSE OF 
COERECTION FOR 28 PRISONERS. * 

^ PLATE IV. 

I *— Entrance court with passage of communication round keeper's house. 

^ b— JCMper'f house, three stories high, having four rooms on each floor ; 
with central staircase, and separate passage to each building for prt> 

f\ soners. Hie principal floor to be raised four feet above the surface. 

.^ . The apartments of keeper's house will have a perfect inspection of the 

•;( interior of the day and work-rooms, and the airing yards, for pri- 
soners. The basement to contain the general kitchen and wash- 
house, bread-room, and store-room. 

The lower story of the prisoner's buUdings to be raised two feet 
•bore the surface ; to comprise, 

! c, d, e, f—- Day-rooms and work-rooms. 

I g"— Washing closets. 

j li — Staircase. 

i i — ^Passages to airing yards. 

• k-— Privy, to each airing yard. 

[ 1, ID, n, o, p-*^Day and work-rooms. 
i|~Sleeping cells. 

I Upper story of Prisoner's Buildings. 

! f, s — ^Day and work-rooms. 

\ ^Prisoner's sleeping cells, each 8 feet by 7 feet, and 9 feet high ; the 
large one at each end, 15 feet by 8 feet, to be used as an it^rmary 
when required ; those next the centre building to be used for solitary 
confinement. 
T — Clotets, with shower bath in each, 
w— Passages to sleeping cells. 

The airing yards to be divided in fipnt and rear, by iron railing, and 
a wall between each. 

" The remainder of the gronnd to be nsed as a garden, and to be en- 

closed with a boundaiy wall. The whole scite of g^ond to be about 
<me acre. 

' P Where a more extensive classification is not reqaired^ the above design 
■ my be adapted to a greater number of prisoners. 
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DESCRIPTION OF A CORN AND FLOUR MILL, ALSO OF A 
PUMP MILL, ADAPTED FOR THE EMPLOYMENT OF PRI- 
SONERS. INVENTED BY MR. l/flLLIAM CUBITJ, CIVIL 
ENGINEER, OF IPSWICH, SUFFOLK,* 

(Extracted from a Report, addressed by Mr. Cnbitt to th» Committee of tlie 
Society for the Improvement of Prison Discipline, &c. September, 1819.) 

I was led to the invcstigatiou of this sabjcct, from having been fa^ 
vourcd with instructions by the magistrates of the counly of Suffolk, 
acting in and for the Bury division, to take Into considenition the best 
means of employing persons confined for hitrd labour, particularly as to 

* The cpst of erecting the Discipline Mills must, in some meMSure, depend 
on local circumstances, and the manner in which tlie machinery .Is constructed. 

The expense of the mill which is now nearly completed at Bury Oaoi, is 
estimated at between £500 and £600. It will contain 28 men at 
one time on the two wheels, which are so constructed that tlicmcnc^ngo otiT 
at one end and on at the other without stopping the machine ; and by tliese 
means enable the governor to assign any proportionable quantum of labour to 
the men he may think proper : for instance, if ten men be at one wheel, let 
fifteen be appointed to that gang, ten at work and five as relay, and suppose 
that one man goes off and another on every five minutes, in tiiis case each 
man would work fifty minutes aud rest twenty-five, or if they changed every 
three minutes each would work thirty minutes and rest fifteen, and in any 
other proportion by varying the time or number of relay hands. 

The quantity of work such a mill as that erecting at Hury would be capa- 
ble of performing, if worked ten hours per day, with one pair of stones and 
the Flour Mill, is to grind and dress twenty quarters of wheat per week, be- 
sides breaking malt, of which from four to six bushels per hour might be done. 

With only two tread-wheels such as are described in tlie plans, any num- 
berof men from five to fifty, or even a greater number might be kept to work, 
{provided proper and suitable machinery was attaclied for the purposes of 
any manufacture) and that in a space not exceeding 24 feet by 10 for the 
wheel-house ; but any number of these kind of wheels may be applied joint- 
ly, and yet in separate rooma at one time ; thereby aflbrding an opportunity 
of classifying the laboureri, although their exertions all tend to produce the 
same ejfect. 
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making^ use of the joint efforts of many, at one time, and in sncb man> 
ner, that although unwilling agents, each should be obliged to do his 
proper share of the work, without tlie power of throwing any part on 
hit &now8. I was also instructed to make a report on the above, and 
to furnish such plans as might appear most eligible for effecting the 
desired purpose. 

This was done accordingly ; — but, as the drawings and disposition of 
the machinery were made to suit a mill-house, previously erected at 
JBury Oaol, I have judged it best to send herewith a set of plans, on the 
same princijde, and rather more adapted for general purposes, where 
new buildings are to be erected. I have also made a plan and section 
of a pumping engine, to be i\ orked in the same manncT, which could 
either be erected for the employineut of a small number of men, by 
itielf, or communicating by a spindle, be made a part of a larger 
machine. 

I ^all here transcribe some leading observations on the subject, in 
my Report to the Magistrates, and then add a few remarks on human 
power, and the reasons which induced me to prefer the mode I have 
recommended. 

The object of the plan is the adoption of a kind of hard labour, to 
which every one would have a natural dislike, and yet such as every one 
could perform without previous instruction ; and is founded on tlie fol- 
lowing principle, viz. that of making use of the joint efforts of all the pri- 
soners, as a first moving power to some branch of manufacture, suited 
to the local circumstances of the county in which the prison is situated ; 
for instance, in Norfolk, Suffolk, and Essex, and some other counties 
which are- exclusively agricultural, the manufacture of flour seems the 
BiOBt eligible ; whilst in Lancashire, Yorkshire, &c. throwing, twisting, or 
fuming mills might be worked; and in other parts, machinery for 
pQioping water, driving lathes, and for other operations, might be set in 
notion by the same power. The operations of the convicts would be 
]H«<;iiely the same as that which is now effected by the ordinary powers 
of wind^ water, steam, or horses, and they would have no more concern 
with the object of the machinery, or manufacture, than any of the above 
named -agents; and there would be no difficulty in establishing a mill, 
or manufactory, near the boundary wall of a prison, through which only 
tiiligle shaft, or axle, would have to pass, to communicate the power 
and motion. 

The annexed pktea diow two methods of reducing the plan above 
fecommended to practice ; the first is for a com and flour mill, containing 
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two pair of stones, one flour drjDfuiiiig machine, and a pair of ronert far 
griudiuj^ malt (whicb is expljuned in phUi 1, 2, 3, tmd 4, and references ;) 
the second is for a pumping mill, in which a set of treble lifting or forcing 
pumps is wrought, by means of the same appiioation of first power. (See 
plate 5 and reference.) 

The internal machinery of the mill and pumps, is supposed to be 
entirely inaccessible to any of the prisoners ; and to bo managed by 
proper persons, who are skilled in such branch of mannracture as may 
be carried on ; and supposed to be of a kind best calculated for tlie 
purpose ; but the first application of the power, io^nt the machine in 
motion, and on which tlie prisoners act, being different from any that I 
am aware of in use, requires to be more particularly explained. 

On referring to the engravings, it will be seen that tiie first power 
consists in a tread-wheel, or wheels, of small diameter and great 
length, furnished with step-boards, on which the men tread very slowly* 
side by side, at a level with the axle of the wheel, (that being the point 
of greatest power) ; at the same time holding on a hand-ntil, placed 
about breast high, for the purpose of regulating the weight and step, 
and keeping the body in an erect position ; in short, this kind of treads 
wheel may be described simply as a small water wheel, very much 
extended in length, upon the floatrboards of which a number of men ar.-t 
with theur weight, and produce precisely the same effect that water docs 
in flowing upon the water-wheel. 

As it may be objected by some to the adoption of wMing-wkeel^ 
from the circumstance of many having been nsed and laid aside, on 
account of the excessive fatigue caused by working in them a very 
short time, and the small quantity of work that a|)pears to be done 
. whilst in action ; I shall endeavour to point oat the defects of the 
walking-wheel, as eommmUy amitrucied and nsed, and the Kason why 
they are calculated to do so little work, with so great an expense of 
human labour. 

Walking-wheels, as generally used, are from 16 to 20 feet in diameter^ 
and of width suflioient for four or Hve men to walk abreast, in the inside 
near the bottom, so that by walking forward, as it were np an inclined 
plane, every part of the circumference is bronght in succession under 
their feet, and the wheel and machinery eonnected therewith kept in 
motion. Now the ininciple upon which this construction of wheel acti> 
is precisely the same* as that upon which the one I have secoQi* 
mended acts, viz. by the gravity of a given number of men, constantly 
aic«ndiQg».or attempting to ascend, np the cironmferenoe of the wheel; 
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and prorided that the bcii wtn mmdwmit t^Mmmecn, and their weigiit, 
like wafer, eoold foO ob tlw wheel and loD away, theeflecti prudaced 
hf n wheel of either kind would he pretty mach the same ; bnt when 
mdamU t MwH o m has to be taken into the aeeomt, the 9pm€t tfaroogh 
whieh the mBomtl (whether man or hone) has to pass* most also he cchi- 
saderedy as will be shown below. * 




* Let A,ByCD,repr«scnC 

a ci T MiB waUuBf-whed, 
and a, Ay Cy d, one of the ian- 
proTed tfcad-wheelsy fixed 
oo the same axle, by the fide 
of the other; each wheel of 
saflicient breadth to cootua 



one am ; — loppose the di- 
ameter of the large wheel to 
be to feet, and that of the 
samll oae 5 feet, with 14 
tread-boards or steps, and 
that the relocitj with which 
the axle be reqaired to tarn 
be twice ia a auaate: — let 
«a BOW iBTCstlfate the opcratioa of a sma anrighiaif; 10 »tone, or I40lbs. with 
CBch wheel, bcfiBaiBg with the large oae first, aad pbciag the sma ia the 
wheel oTcr the point jr, which is the phce where the msw weight aeting 
vith the same pcrpcndicalar teee, u the same m when placed orer the 
paint ly in the samtt wheel; and let him be sapposed to amke t4 steps of 
Si| inches ea^ which gires oae rerolatioa of the wheel, and so keep oa 
till 120 rerolatlons hare been completed, which will take one hoar. Then 
ttlw an eqaal ama and place m the samU wheel, and let him be lapposed to 
tnm the mheA ISO rcrolatioas in the hoar:— now, in either case, the 
affective work p ertbta md by the axle of the wheel will be the sasae ; bat it 
win be Iband on exaaounatioB, that the exertions of the two men to prodace 
Ae sasse effect, differ exceedingly ; for in the first instance, the aun in the 
rheel, daring die hoar, auule !?880 strp^, each of which carried his 
weight 7{ inches perpendicnlar, and at the mam time carried his whole 
hady Ibrward, in a stooping anrasy posltion,51{ inches ap an inclined place, 
n tomi of S5S0 yards in the hoar :— in the second iastnce, the man 
he smaB wheel has to amke the same aamber of steps, tIz. t880, of 
7} inches, and that in a perfectly apright positisa, with a handrail to 
hia^ aad the sam total of the space passed thffoagh, eqaab 6S0 yards, 
m n /mHk oaly of the former, and dcnr of the additJoaal 
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In working od the ioside of large waiking-wheeln, the men are rery 
apt of themselves to walk too near the bottom, for the lake of ease ; 
and on the contrary, as they might by extra exertion do more than a 
due sharf; of work, by keeping high up the wheel, it would be possible 
for a hard taskmaster to require more work than could be done ; but in 
a small tread-wheel, the weight of tlie men could never vary viith 
respect to the work ; for as tliey alwa5'8 act on the extreme point of 
tlie horizontal lever, formed by tlie radius of the wheel, the wheel conld 
never turn till a sufficient number of men were on, to overcome the 
rcsistauce, and from their position, they would find that the proper point 
of work was the easiest for them to keep on ; for by dropping too low, 
they would find the edges of the step-boards come in contact with tlieir 
legs, and force tlieir feet off the step, when they must eitlier hang sus- 
pended by the hands, or drop a small distance doiiiii to tlie floor below ; 
neither can tliey, on the other hand, work too high up the wheel, on 
account of the handrail ; besides io regulate the motion, or to apprise 
the governor or taskmaster, if the men are not doing proper work, a 
bell is placed in the roof of the building, which will ring .of itself when 
the wheel goes too slow. 

I have been more particular in describing this method of using human 
force, because I deem it the most proper for the intended purpose : — 
tliere are numerous other methods described by various authors, but 
tliey are methods which requhe willing agents, and in some cases a 
particular kind of knack, or sleight, to be obtained, before the most can 
be made of them ; but in this a man requires no previous training, — liis 
body has not to be put into any unusual posture, tlie position being per- 
fectly upright, and no muscles called into play that are not always in 
use ; all he has to do is, as it were, to step slowly up a ladder, with good 
hand-hold for both hands ; and he cannot avoid doing as much work as 
amounts to raising his own weight, to a height equal to the number of 
steps he has made, multiplied into the length of one step, (which should 

tages of want of stay, and the bad position in walking. To elacidate this 
matter further, let us suppose the large wheel to be 40 feet in diameter ; 
the man must, in that case, exert himself so as to pass over the wheels 
periphery, or which is the same thing, cause that to pass under hiniy at the 
.Vate of 5040 yards in the hour, to produce the same effect as either of the 
above examples ; yet instances have not heen wanted, where wheels have been 
enlarged to increase the power, by means of obtaining a ** longer lever,*' 
not taking into account, that the additional lever requires additional speed, 
which, in animal bodies, is the most difficult property to obtain. 
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in no case exceed nine inchc.o, or be less than seven ;) ifae power of a 
man weighing 10 stone, or 1401bs. would, agreeably to the plan, be as 
follows : 

lb», feet inches 

At 40 steps per minute, it equals raising 100 18 9 

At 50 ditto ditto 100 23 6i 

At 60 ditto ditto 100 28 !{ 

This is far short of what many Teamed men have given, as the 
ralue of human labour, which is stated as being able to raise 10 lbs. 
10 feet in a second, for 10 hours in a day, which is more than double 
any of the above statements, being equal to raising lOOlbs. 60 feet per 
minute ; but that I esteem too much for practice. * 

* All the measnres given above, are expressed by feet, and the fractional 
parts of a foot, as commoDly used ; which approach nearest to the trne 
decimal expression. 
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ll£t£R£NCIfi to PLATES, Ho. 1, % 8 and 4. 

{The tame letters refer to the same parts in all the fimr platei,) 

aa, Two tread-wheels, on which the men work, side bj side, acting on 
the step-boards level with the centre, and holdin||^ on a hand-rail breast 
high, (as shown in No, 3 ;) on one end of each of these tread-wheels are 
affixed the spur-wheels, c c', which take into the teeth of each other, and 
the wheel c', at the same time taking into and turning the nut or pinion, d ; 
so that by detaching the spur-wheel, c, the machinery may be driven by 
c' alone, as occasion may require. The nut, d, hangs on the shaft, e, 
which passes through the ctoss-wall f into the mill-house ; as the room 
which contains the tread-wheels, is supposed to have no connection witli 
the other parts of the mill. 

On the main shaft e, is the bevilled wheel g, which turns the pinion h, 
on the upright shaft i ; and on the lower end of this shaft is fixed the 
spur wheel k, which turns the pinions 1 1, and gives motion to the mill^ 
stones, m m. On the upper end of the main shaft is the bevilled 
wheel n, which takes into two similar pinions, o, p, turning each a hori- 
zontal spindle, q, r ; on the end of the spindle q, is a sheive, or rigger, q', 
with a double groove, to carry two band lines, the direction of which 
are shown by dotted lines in No. 4. One of the band lines puts in 
motion the dressing mill, s, by means of its pulley and spindle, t, and the 
other drives a pair of malt rollers, v, by means of the rigger, w. 

On the aforesaid spindle, r, is a rigger, r', which, by means of a leather 
strap, turns occasionally the rigger x, and the roller y, round which a 
rope or chain is coiled, and passing over the pully z, serves to hoist up 
the sacks of corn, &c. to the top of the mill. 

Just over, and connected with the upright shaft, i, is a small vertical 
spindle, 1 ; on the top end of this is a rigger, 2, which, by means of the 
catgut line, 3, turns the rigger, 4, and the spindle, 6, within the roof of 
the mill-house ; on the spindle 5, are suspended the governor balls, 6, 
which have free liberty to rise and fall on a pin or bolt, in t!he shaft, 5, at 
7 ; the ends of the arms which carry the bsills pass through the spindle, 
and are connected with the box, or block, 8, by the pins and joints, 9; 
the box, 8, is perforated, so as to rise and fall easily on the qnndle^ 6> 
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and has « projecting^ pin fix>m its top side^ as at 10, which, as the spindR) 
reyolves, would, of course, strike against any object at 11 (suppose a bell 
handle) placed in its way. But when the machinery of the mill has 
attained its proper speed, the balls 6, will rise by their centrifugal force, 
haying receded so far from the centre, as to draw the box, 8, below tfao 
reach of the bell handle, 11, which will then cease to ring a bell, placed 
in some conyenient situation for the purpose. But should the men at 
the wheels cease to keep up the requisite speed in the mill work, the 
balls will descend, and the projecting pin on the box, 8, striking the 
handle, placed in the proper situation for that purpose, will continue 
to ring the bell, till they go on again properly; and by this means, a 
certain check will be kept on the labourers, and the goyemor or task- 
master apprised, eyen at a distance, that the full work is not performed. . 



/ 
REFERENCE TO PLATE, No. 6. 

This plate shows a plan and section of a small building, containing 
the tread wheel and machinery for working a set of pumps, for the 
purpose of raising water to supply the establishment, or any neighbour- 
ing district 

(The same letters refer to the same parts in each,) 

A, The walking or tread-wheel, on the axis of which is the wheel B, 
taking into the pinion, C, on the shaft D. On this shaft is a wheel, H, 
turning the pinion I, on the spindle K, which is the crank spindle of a 
three-throw pump engine, as usual, from which the pump rods l^ 2, 3^ 
descend into tiie well. 

Jj,AfLy wheel to regulate the motion. 



T. Bensley, 
Bolt Coait, Fleet Street. 
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